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OSPITALS are repair houses for physical and 
mental disasters, sometimes unavoidable but 
oftentimes preventable and unnecessary. The careful 
reading of good advertisements, such as are found 
in these columns, affords a preventive against disas- 
ters in the choosing of equipment and accessories 
in your. church and Sunday-school work. Wrong 
choices are generally unnecessary and always costly. 
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All or None | 
By Mary Lancaster 


HERE shall I draw the necessary line 
Betwixt Belief and Unbelief? State clear 
Which miracle was false or true . . . I fear 
My dust might err and hopelessly consign 


‘The real to outer darkness — clasp as mine 


A bauble. Intermingled they appear 
As one design , . . the thread runs here — and here— 


’ Broken it cannot still remain Divine. 


My heart cries out in horror at the sight 

Of ruthless shears that cut the sacred whole 

And leave but-tattered rags! My reasoning mind 
Refuses to accept one part as right 

If all the rest means naught to any soul 

Save tales that show the weakness of mankind. 





Our Life Director 

There is a vast difference between having the 
Holy Spirit within us, and having him control. us. 
Many a Spirit-indwelt Christian knows little of the 
priceless privilege of the Spirit-led life. A writer 
on this subject says: “What is the difference between 
the presence and the leadership of the Spirit? Ask a 
business goon sal if there is a difference between his 
men doing as he has decided, and his helping them to 
do as they have decided. The last. course would prob- 
ably ruin any business in the end, including the Lord’s 
business. Om this point Campbell Morgan says: ‘God 
has not promised to come and help men do their 
work; he asks that they give themselves to him for 
his work. This is no i play upon words; the differ- 
ence is radical.’ ... Exhibitions of spiritual weakness 
and financial struggle neither honor God nor edify 
men. Our Lord never intended that his churches 
should be helpless in the midst of community: indiffer- 
Poe or coe oe grec Ma gh topo 
population, or riven to use of poverty or 
tunavoidable debt. ‘The world is asking, some in sor- 
row and some with a sneer, “Where is their God?’ 
and inviting them to come down to a social or com- 
munity level where world and church may help each 
vther, Some have accepted the invitation. But the 
promise of the Lord was that under his Successor his 


churches should do ‘greater works’ than he himself 
done, so that the shout of the churches should 


- had 
be, ‘Thanks be unto God. who always causeth ‘us to 


triumph in Christ!’” Is our life a “greater works” 
life? The Holy gi will make it so, to-day and 
every day, if we will jet him. 


a” 


Whom God Helps 


Do you need God’s help? If you do, you must 
meet a certain qualification. This was keenly set forth 
by a preacher who said, in comment on the proverbial 
saying that “God helps those who help themselves”: 
“Tf I did not have something better than that to tell 
folks I should not be preaching. God helps those who 
cannot help themselves. ‘When we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” 
And so the qualification we must offer, if we want 
God’s help, is helplessness. Are we sure we are help- 
less? If so, we qualify. Then we must put ourselves 
and our needs unconditionally into God’s hands. And 
then we must ‘trust him—really trust him. He will 
give us a more woriderful surprise, on these terms, 
than we could ever anticipate. ere is his covenanted 
Word: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness.” 


sn 


“Hame is Best” ; 
“East or West, hame is best.” Two travelers in 
foreign lahds were very sure of this, as they made 
re Bae Bes — Geet Brita : pone : 
£ rie in ritain and Europe. 
Mr and Mrs. "Trumbull are eful to the readers of 
The Sunday School Times for the safeguarding and 
guidance and countless blessings that came through 
the réaders’ prayers during this memorable trip. Of 
bite Be journeys they have been priv- 


ileged to take, this was in certain ways the most re-- 
mafkable and significant; and, it is hoped, the ae 


far-reaching for the enrichment of this journal. 
gave unexpectedly rich openings and contacts, and 


Making the 


NLY a saved world can be a safe world. And 
O this ‘world is safe just in the measure in which 

real salvation is influencing it through the fruits 
of lives saved by grace, and through God’s grace in 
restraining evil. 

Men are exhausting every resource of human intel- 
ligence in schemes for making the world safe,—a safe 
place to live in: safe for our children, safe for our 
young people, safe for the farmers, safe for. the capi- 
talists, “safe for democracy.” Every plan for making 
the world safe is essentially a plan for saving the 
world. And of necessity every plan for saving the 
world must stand in competition with God’s own plan. 
If we should give one distinguishing characteristic of 
leaders of modern “radical” thought, it might well be 
the boldness with which they rule out all thought of 
a personal God or of obtaining any help from him 
in the solution of the world’s problem. One of them 
writes: “Never before have we had to rely so com- 
pletely on ourselves. No guardian to think for us, 
no precedent to follow. without question, no lawmaker 
above, only ordinary men set to deal with heart- 
breaking perplexity, ... No mariner ever enters upon 
a more unchartered sea than does the average human 
being born in the twentieth century.” 

This, of course, is atheism, confident and unashamed, 
carried to its practical conclusion. Yet there are 
others who would shrink with horror from such a 
position, men and women who have had a vital Chris- 
tian experience, who nevertheless are following this 
very plan of relying upon themselves to work out 
a plan to save the world. 

In a large university not long ago a number of stu- 
dents attended a meeting where a notable Christian 
leader was to give a message. Some of these students 
were- hungry of heart, and went with eager expect- 


blessing which poured out in unforgettable ways in 

e meetings held in Scotland, England, Belgium, and 
on the steamer in mid-Atlantic. Fhe Editor hopes to 
share many of these experiences with readers, during 
the autumn and winter, in continuing the travel arti- 
cles that have been appearing. And he hopes to pass 
on something of the sobering, challenging call that 
comes to any Christian who has first-h t.tich with 
the chaotic conditions in Britain and Europe in these 

st-war days of confusion and crisis, Miss Pank- 

urst’s series of articles, commencing in this issue of 
the Times, offers a vision of the state of affairs 
through which God is calling upon, his people, as never 
before, to pray. 


When a Gulf Separates 


Separation is one of our commonest experiences. 
And one of the most tragic. We are separated from 
so much that we ought to have. We are separated 
from so many persons, when we ought to be close to 
them. The worst of it is, the separation seems hope- 
less and irrevocable; and it is hopeless, so far as we 
are concerned. Husbands and wives are separated 
from each other, and they cannot get back. A con- 
victed man serving a term in prison, who had found 
Christ as his Saviour, wrote a letter to a friend about 
the separation that had occurred between himself and 
his wife, and he said: “The Devil separated us; he 
made the gulf that has widened between us; but Jesus 
can bridge that gulf, and I believe he will if we but 
carry the message to her heart.” This prisoner who 
had found his liberty in the Lord had found also the 
secret of bridging a gulfs: Christ himself 
is the only bridge. e made a way on Calvary be- 
tween the sin-and-death gulf that had separated man 
and God, and that is the worst gulf in all the uni- 
verse, As we face some other gulf=that is saddening 
and blighting our own life and the life of another, are 
we ready to commit it to the Lord, in surrender and 
faith, and trust him to close up the chasm? With men, 
this eat is impossible; but “with God-all things are 
possible. 


World Safe 


ancy to hear that which would satisfy their personal 
needs, from this man who had been a power in win- 
ning other men to Christ. They heard an address on 
Christian socialism, and on the great world problems 
and attempts to meet them, and they went away sick of 
heart. This beloved Christian leader seemed to them 
to have lost his old-time power to grip the hearts of 
men with a vital, transforming message. He himself 
doubtless felt he was giving himself to a new and 
greater work as he planned to study into every phase 
of socialism and its possibilities for meeting the needs 
of human society. And it was an inspiring goal that 
he and others set before then in the establishing of 
righteousness in social and ‘industrial life. 

Now if there is a personal God, it is certain that 
he has taken knowledge of the needs of the world, and 
has done all he can to meet those needs. And it is 
certain that the plan God would reveal to men is the 
one solution for the world’s problem. The world 
needs to be made safe for righteousness. Righteous- 
ness and justice are the foundation of God’s throne 
(Psa. 89:14), and that is the only foundation for 
earth’s government. To enthrone righteousness, sin 
must be dethroned. And God’s plan for dethroning sin 
is the Cross of Christ. For the world, as for the indi- 
vidual, “The Way of the Cross Leads Home.” And 
it is the ofily way that leads Home. Need men weary 
themselves in searching out diligently the best social 
and governmental adjustments while they ignore the 
wisdom of God, who has given his revelation on the 
very problem that they were struggling with? Yet 
it is certain that every way but God’s way will be 
tried by men, and in this very failure men will be pre- 
pared to see that “the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men.” ~ 

The very things the natural man, in his pride of 
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heart, stumbles over, are the things in which are hid- 
den treasures of wisdom and love. And the great 
stumbling-block is salvation through blood. Human 
wisdom rejects it, and blasphemes. But the humble 
and contrite heart that has seen its own sin finds in 
it the key to the riches of God’s grace. ; : 

An intelligent, orthodox Jew was talking with a 
Christian friend recently about the truths of the Old 
Testament and their relation to science. After dis- 
cussing several matters, the question of God's plan 
for saving the world came up, and the Christian asked 
his Jewish friend on what ground he would appear 
before God when he faced Him at the judgment. All 
a man can do is to try as best he can to live a good 
life, and he need not fear.” 

“But what do you do with the Old Testament teach- 
ing that without the shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission of sin?” A puzzled expression came over the 
face of the old Jewish business man: “That is one 
thing I never could understand about the Old Testa- 
ment, — the sacrifices. Why should a great God, the 
Creator of the universe, require blood from his poor 
finite creatures as an atonement for their sins?” 

“Christ crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and 
unto Gentiles foolishness; but unto them that are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God, Because the foolish- 
ness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men.” Men reject the b‘ood of 
the covenant because they reject God’s estimate of sin. 
Only life can pay for sin. As Moses, God’s lawgiver, 
said, The life is in the blood. God must require 
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blood. But here is the message that answers the 
puzzling question of the Jewish merchant: The same 
God that requires blood has given the blood. It is 
the Lamb of God,.in contrast to all the typical lambs 
men might slay. It is Jehovah’s sacrifice, the life of 
God himself on the altar to make atonement for our 
souls, What abysmal depths in sin, and what heights . 
of glory are revealed in such a salvation! And 
the pity of the Jew rejecting the divine wisdom of 
which he was made the custodian, and descending to 
the wisdom of the Gentile world that know not 
God! 

In the heart of every individual man are repre- 
sented all the great problems the governments of the 
world are struggling with. He must be saved from 
sin. There .is. but one way: by grace, through faith, 
in the blood of Christ. He must be reconciléd to God 
through the death of. God’s Son. And then he can be 
kept safe in His life (Rom. 5:10). 

This is the one pathway for making the world safe. 
When the returns are all made at the judgment seat 
of Christ, it will be found that one humble believer 
who has lived his life and served his generation ac- 
cording to God’s plan for making the world safe, 
has accomplished more, now in this life, than a thou- 
sand brilliant thitkkers who, ignoring God’s revealed 
salvation, have labored to build a broad way for 
multitudes to travel toward life and peace. The fatal 
fallacy of that way is its entrance: % is planned so 
that a proud man may walk erect and have no stum- 
bling-block of the Cross to lay him low in death, that 
he may enter into life that is Life indeed. 





Is the “New Testament Conception 
of God” Different from the Old? 


I have followed with interest your articles on Verbal 
Inspiration of the Bible. In the Toronto Globe Mr. 
Voaden in a letter raises a problem in my mind which 
I should like to get some light upon. 

He states in part: “The Scriptures abundantly prove 
there are degrees of inspiration. For instance, the 
prophet Samuel was a marvelous man of God for his 
time. 4n his early years he saw by revelation that judg- 
ment was coming on the Israelitish people because of 
the iniquities of the house of Eli;-and in his later years 
he had miraculous answers to prayer. Nevertheless 
when he commissions King Saul (1 Sam. 15: 1-3) to go 
and exterminate the Amalakites, to ‘slay utterly,’ to 
massacre innocent ‘infants and sucklings,’ and sheep 
and cattle, he shows that he had not attained to the 
New Testament conception of God, that his own mental 
operations were on a lower plane, that he was a man 
who was only partially inspired.” 

Please tell me how to meet this problem, as I should 
like to see Mr. Voaden answered and to know the an- 
swer for my own help.—An Ontario Reader. 


Mr. Voaden evidently is not familiar with “the New 
Testament conception of God.” He overlooks the fact 
that, from Matthew to Revelation, in the utterances 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and of the inspired apostles, 
there are many declarations of God’s purpose to ex- 
terminate, to “slay utterly,” men and women and chil- 
dren and animals, because of the prevalence of sin 
and of men’s incorrigible rejection of God. 

For example, note the words of the Lord Jesus to 
the inhabitants of Capernaum. The destruction of 
the men, women, and children in the city of Sodom 
had been violent extermination, by God’s own hand. 
Yet the Lord said to Capernaum, one of the “cities 
wherein most of his mighty words were done, because 
they repented not: . . . I say unto you, That it shall 
be more tolerable for the land of Sansa in the day 
of judgment, than for thee” (Matt. 11: 20, 24). Again, 
the most terrible words in the Bible concerning eternal 
punishment come from the lips of Christ himself, as 
he described “hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched” (Mark 9: 43, 44). 

Paul by inspiration te!ls us what shall occur at the 
second coming of Christ, “When the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: who. shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power” (1 Thess. 1: 7-9). 

John, the apostle of love, who knew the Lord so 
intimately that he “was leaning on Jesus’ bosom” at 
the last supper, and to whom was given the “Revela- 
tien of Jesus Christ,” set forth by inspiration in the 
last book of the New Testament, records with solem- 
nizing detail the fearful extermination. of men, women, 
and children on this earth, which God will have to 
bring to pass in the judgments that will accompany the 
end of this age. The sixth and eighth chapters of 
Revelation give a glimpse of this, as do other parts 
of this book. 

Quite apart from the unmistakable revelation of 





God given to us in the New Testament, which differs 
in no way from the Old Testament revelation of God, 
— for the Holy Spirit inspired both part? of the Bible 
with equal infallibility,—what would Mr. Voaden 
say of the acts of God to-day, whereby hundreds of 
thousands of men, women, and children are destroyed? 
What of the Japanese earthquake and fire a few years 
ago? What of the similar earthquake in China, de- 
stroying even more? By any conception of a sov- 
ereign, omnipotent, and loving God, these events were 
under his control. 

It is evident that Samuel acted in no way contrary 
to the nature and character of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, but was faithfully carrying out God’s or- 
ders, just as he said he was (1 Sam. 15:2, 3). And 
the Bible itself recognizes no differing degrees of in- 
spiration in the supernatural guidance of its many 
writers, during many centuries, to whom the very words 
of God were given to us in the Scriptures. Instead 
it calls the entire Book “the holy Scriptures,” and de- 
clares that “All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God,” who himself is one “with whom is no variable- 
ness, néither shadow of turning.” 

God could not be a God of perfect love if he were 
not at the same time a God of perfect holiness and 
righteousness. Because he loves infinitely, he hates 
sin infinitely. And he must deal with sin, and with 
sinners who persistently and finally reject him, just 
as he dealt with sin when borne in the person of his 
only Son on the cross: unto death. As for the eter- 
nal fate of irresponsible children who have been re- 
moved from this life, because of diseased bodies or 
their hopeless environment througk the sins of their 
parents, we can safely trust them with the God who is 
love, and who gave his only begotten Son to die that 
all who believe on him might be saved. 


ax 
Why Should We Dread Death? 


Some of us were struck with a very disquieting 
thought when reading your editorial comments on the 
passing away of a fine Christian woman, who was able 
by the grace of God to give her splendid testimony: 
“Tt know that my Redeemer liveth. . . . Nothing shall 
separate me from the love of God. Many mansions ... 
safe . . . happy.” And yet she evidently felt some 
need or shrinking, as she asked for prayer that her 
Lord would “Keep me through the waters.” That filled’ 
me with dread.—An Ontario reader. 


It should not surprise us that a true child of God, 
saved by faith in the shed blood of Christ, and wholly 
surrendered to the Lord as this consecrated Christian 
woman was, should shrink from death when that ex- 
perience was imminent. It did not mean any uncer- 
pints as to her eternal future in the blessedness of 

e presence of her Lord. It did not mean any distrust 
of the sufficiency of his grace for her salvation, nor 
in the efficacy of his precious blood. It did mean, 
however, that she was recognizing, in those last mo- 
ments of her earthly life, that death is the enemy that 
God’s Word declares it to be. That there should be 
a natural, instinctive shrinking from the presencé of 
this enemy, and from its dreadful, deadly work, is 
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easily understood. The longing for the prayer help 
of her friends was as natural as a similar longing 
would be if one were going into a serious operation 
or at any other time of deadly physical peril. 

Those who know the Lord,‘and those who knew 
this Christian woman, have no shadow of doubt that 
the Lord heard and answered the prayer that was of- 
fered at her death-bed, and that she was “kept through 
the waters.” Her experience, at the same time, does 
not mean that all Christians when entering upon death 
must have the same experience. Some may have a 
shrinking. and fear from which others may be free. 
The salvation of all believers is the same, in any case; 
and death is the same in any case. , 

We are living in an age when Satan and his uncon- 
scious mouthpieces among human beings, as well as 
his evil spirit messengers, are repeating insistently the 
lie that first entered in the garden of Eden, “Ye shall 
not surely die.’ God had. told the first man and wo- 
man that sin would result in their death. Satan gave 


God the lie, and said it would not. Christian Science,+ 


Spiritism, and other false religions to-day are repeat- 
ing that age-old lie of Satan, as though it were a new 
discovery. -At the recent Congress of Spiritualists 
held at Paris, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle laid a wreath 
and inscription on the grave of the unknown soldier, 
with the words “Thére is no death.” That is what 
Christian Science is declaring: “There is no death.” 

The vast, world-wide propaganda of Spiritism is 
leading countless numbers of doomed human beings, 
already “dead in trespasses and sins,” into ‘the sec- 
ond death by the false slogan, “There is no death.” 

And all the time God’s Word rings out through the 
centuries, as it did before man had ever sinned, that 
death is a dread, tragic, unthinkably awful reality and 
fact; that death is man’s enemy ; that it is such a ter- 
rible enemy, for time and eternity, that the Son of God 
himself submitted to death, both spiritual and physical, 
taking part in all its unspeakable horrors, “that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bond- 
age” (Heb. 2:14, 15). 

Death is a repulsive, loathesome, horrible thing. We 
recoil from it, and we ought to.- In plants and all 
growing things, in animals, birds, fish, insects, and in 
the human race, death leaves its unmistakable mark 
of pathos and tragedy. “The fool hath said in his 
heart, There is no God,” and the fool hath said in 
his heart, There is no death; for God declares that 
“The wages of sin is death.” 

The Bible, on the other hand, makes it plain that 
death is hever extinction or annihilation; just as life 
is never mere existence. Death is separation; life is 
union. Physical death is separation of spirit and body, 
or soul and ew 2 Spiritual death is separation of 
the spirit from God. The second death is the eternal 
separation of spirit, soul, and body from God. Life 
is union; physical life is the union of spirit and soul’ 
with the body; spiritual life is union of the spirit with 
God, The full victory over death, after the second 
coming of Christ, when “the last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:26), is eternal union 
of the believer’s spirit, soul,’ and body with Christ, 
in. all the ‘unspeakable blessedness and joy that this 
mean 


s. 3 

When false religions assure us that “There is no 
death,” they mean that death is a friend, not an enemy ; 
that it is not what it seems to be; that it is a harm!ess 
passing from this life to the next, and that all will 
be well there, regardless of one’s attitude toward the 
shed blood of Christ as the only way of life. This lie 
sends souls to the second death, which is hell, the lake 
of fire (Rev. 20:14, 15). 


The wonder of the Gospel is that Christ is an ut-; 


termost Saviour, and that he saves from death those 
who trust in him. They may have to pass through the 
experience of the first or bodily death; but he will 
bring them safely through; for the Christian goes at 


i 


' 


once, through death, into the conscious presence of the). 


Lord. There is no temporary “soul sleep” for the 
saved, as some unscripturally teach. Paul spoke of 
“having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; 
which is far better” than the best experiences one can 


have in, this present earthly life. Nor is there any | 


“purgatory” for the saved, but only the unspeakable 
blessing of fellowship with the Lord after death. 
Therefore any instinctive shrinking in the believer 


from the experience of death as the condition of the)’ 


bedy is more than offset by God’s inviolable word 
concerning that which he gives to his children at deatin. 


i 
4 


t 


i 
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And at our Lord’s second coming to this earth even ' 
the dead bodies of these believers,, whose spirits in 


the meantime have been consciously in the Lord’s pres- 


ence, “shall be raised incorruptible, and we [those be-° 


lievers who are living on earth when Christ comes 
again} shall be changed. For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on im- 
mortality: So when this corruptible shall have’ put 
on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that 
is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
The sting of. death is sin; and the strength of sin is 
the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
ae through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15: 
52-58). 








Lesson for November 1 
Ephesians 6 : 1-20 


~—— —- 
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Why. We Should Proclaim Christ’s Early Return 


By Christabel Pankhurst 


tn eae ten 





Signs of fulfilled prophecy that never have occurred before 














“Hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath 
he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” 
(Num. 23:19.) 


WANT to show why we should at this time be 
preaching the truth of the early return of the 
Great God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

The prophets and the apostles foretell his coming. 
He himself has promised to come. “I will come again,” 
—nothing could be plainer than that. Their prophetic 
announcement is now confirmed — or rather we are in- 
formed as 6 the imminence of its fulfilment — by the 
events and conditions of the present time. The signs 
are now visible which the prophets, the apostles, and 
the Lord~Jesus Christ himself have said are the her- 
alds of his coming. In obedience to Scripture we must 
discern the signs of the times and draw from them 
the lesson that God would teach us. : 

What are these signs whereby he is now telling us, 
“Look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh”? 

There is the Jewish sign, This sign was absent 
when, in times past, there weré mistaken and prema- 
ture expectations of the Lord’s return. -Now it is 

resent, for the Jew is returning to his homelan 

he liberation of Palestine from the Turk, the Bal- 
four Declaration, the Zionist colonization and devel- 
opment of Palestine, the increasing enthusiasm for 
Zion, even among those Jews who have refused the 
name of “Zionist,” —all these things are telling us 
that, as a preliminary to the coming of Messiah, the 
Jew is, as we should expect from the Bible, returning 
to the Promised Land. 

Also we see developing the distinctively Gentile 
sigh, namely, the revival in modern form of ‘the an- 


cient Roman Empire. Is it not strange and wonder- ~ 


ful! OurLord Jesus at his first advent was born a 
Roman subject; he lived his life’on earth within the 
Roman jurisdiction; he was judged, convicted, and put 
to death by Rome; and when he comes again, — not 
this time in humiliation and weakness, the Man of 
Sorrows acquainted with grief, not taking upon him 
the form of a servant, but in divine regal majesty, — 
he will come to judge and put an end to that same Ro- 
— Empire which formerly condemned and crucified 

im. = 
The Signs That Christ Emphasized 

There are other signs. We are beholding the very 
conditions which our precious Lord has been pleased 
to reveal to us in the great discourse on Mount Olivet 
in answer to the question, “What shall be the sign of 
thy coming and of the end of the age?” He has par- 
ticularized certain signs—tumults and wars and ru- 
mors of wars, famine, pestilence, earthquakes in divers 
places. Not one of these signs is missing in these 
tnodern days. - 

We have just been through the worst war in his- 
tory, and we are being bidden to expect a greater 
war. The spread throughout the world “of unrest in 
various forms is certainly fulfilling the prediction of 
tumult. Earthquakes in divers E ain are distinctly 
noticeable in these latter days. Famine, too! Russia 
has known famine. _China has known famine. Hard- 
ship is likely to occur nearer home. The price of 
bread was recently stated to be higher in Paris to-day 
than it has been since the siege of 1870, when the peo- 
ple ate rats. The world’s food supply is not very se- 
cure. Russia now, instead of being a large exporter 
of food to-other lands, has already become a substan- 
tial importer of foodstuffs. With insect pests and 
plant diseases baffling the scientists, the difficulty of 
carrying on agriculture at a profit, the high level of 
taxation, the disinclination of the people to labor on 
the soil, the extraordinary weather conditions and 
physical disturbances —in, view of ail this, is wide- 
spread famine an impossibility in the future, espe- 
cially in the event of another war? 

As for pestilence, were it not for the extraordinar 
developments of medical science and the more extraord- 
inary devotion of the medical and nursing professions 
and the public health authorities, even the most civil- 
ized nations would-be ravaged and their populations 
decimated. As it is, and in spite of the best efforts 
of those fighting the battle of public health, we know 
what a ‘scourge is influenza. Not very serious, we 
may say, as compared with some maladies, and yet 
how many lives have been swept away by that one 
pestilence alone! The vitality of the peoples, of the 
old world at any rate, is lowered as the result of war 
privations, and of economic hardships, and by anxiety 
concerning the future. This weakens their physical 
resistance to epidemics when these occur. 

This age is characteristically warlike, and the dan- 
ger of war is intensified now that the age nears its 
close. Rumors of wars are heard, and warnings of 








Miss Pankhurst is rendering a signal service to- 
day by her to be ready for Christ’s 
coming. She is peculiarly fitted for this ministry. 
For years she lived in the world of politics and the 
activities of human governments. She is a keen 
observer—she-_had to be. She and her mother 
won their fight: Votes for Women. Like the 
World War, after it was won, the victory meant 
little, and she tells why. Then she discovered, 

’ from God’s Word and the signs of the times, that 
Christ is coming to this earth again to do what 
neither men nor women in politics can ever do. 

Her message thrills, captivates, convinces. 
This is the first of three articles by Miss Pank- 
hurst ; the next two will discuss 


World Betterment and Christ’s Return 
As the Roman Empire Comes to Life Again 


If you would share this notable series with your 
friends, will you let them know that the three 
articles may be had ina Ten Wecks “Get-Ac- 
quainted” subscription to The Sunday School 
Times, costing 25 cents, if sent at once mention- 
ing the Pankhurst series? 

Miss Pankhurst’s Jatest. book, “Some Modern 
Problems in the Light of Bible Prophecy,” deals 
even more fully with the questions discussed in 
these articles. It is invaluable for home reading 
or Bible class study, and may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at $1.50 i 








the world’s perilous condition are commng from many 
quarters, 

Let me quote the words of one whose cpinion will 
carry weight in any Christian circle, cne who has had 
unrivaled opportunities of observing world conditions, 
Dr. John R. Mott. He is certainly familiar with the 
state of affairs all over the world. This is his sum- 
ming up as I read it in the report of an address made 
recently at Des Moines, Iowa. Said he: “I was never 
so alarmed about the world as I am to-day. I am 
not an alarmist or a pessimist, but I would be a de- 
ceiver if I gave any other impression ...” Consider 
those words. We can surely say that the signs of the 
times are significant of the approach of the end of 
this age, and of the beginning of the new and great 
and glorious age which 1s to follow. We must preach 
the Lord’s return as imminent, because this is the 
message of hope that the world needs. 

Perhaps some in America think you do not need 
it as much as in other lands, as you are farther from 
the storm center, and are happy and safe for the time 
being in comparison: with other lands. But remember 
that the people of Europe and of the old world gen- 
erally do need a message of hope, not only for them- 
— but for their children who shall come after 
them, 

Yes, and we must give them a word of comfort 
concerning the land they love. Patriotism is a real 
thing —I speak here not of aggressive patriotism, but 
of that love of country which God has implanted in 
the human heart. It is God who has divided mankind 
into nations, appointing to them their missions and 
bounds of their habitations; therefore the love of coun- 
try must be pleasing to him. The fear of danger, and 
even of the death of one’s nation, is a real affliction, 
and rightly so; and I say we need scme message of 
hope for these*people who are witnessing what they 
fear betokens the collapse of civilization and of their 
own countries in particular. 


The Bright Side of the Dark Picture 


They ought to be told though this age will end; 
though this civilization, for what it is worth or is not 
worth in their eyes, is doomed, because it is not pleas- 
ing to God, yet that God has his own blessed pur- 
pose to fulfill, He is looking now upon the world; 
as he did before, the flood, and finds it corrupt and 
full of violence. There is no remedy for the present 
world system. It must be swept away. It is under 
God’s condemnation. Dimly people feel this, and the 
more so as they look back upon the dead civilizations 
which are just now being unearthed by archeologists. 
They see that none of these earlier civilizations has 
survived, and this fact to them spells the doom of 
the civilization of which they themselves form a part. 

The message God wants us to give them is that 
when this age~ends and this civilization disappears 
something far better will follow—the establishment 
of God’s Kingdom, and the reign of the King of kings, 
the Lord. Jesus Christ. > 

Oh, it may, be all very well for people in this great 
and prosperous and more or less isolated country to 


feel that it is not urgent to give this message; but in 
Britain, with her vast responsibilites, the message of 
hope is needed. 

It is needed also in France, suffering so much in 
consequence of the war, with one and a half million 
dead and many more disabled and unfit for any work 
in the world to-day! 

Then think of Belgium, fearful of another catas- 
trophe such as that which nearly erased her from the 
map. Think again of Italy with her problems, of 
the sorely tried Balkan, of the Poles and the Czechs 
and all their difficulties. Yes, of Germany, too, and 
every nation on this sin-stricken, troubled earth! For 
as the Bible tells us, the whole world lieth in the -evil 
one during the present age, soyt'sat all the nations are 
caught in this world system. | 

The Western peoples are now in fear of a clash with 
those of the East. But these Eastern peoples, too, are 
in the grip of this same world system until the Lord 
shall come to end the present evil age. 

Qh, for the hour of the world’s deliverance and the 
appearing of the promised Deliverer! That is the 
true, the only possible .optimism—the looking for 
the best, namely, the return of the Lord Jesus as King 
of kings. He is the only hope for the nations. For 
their sake let us look with joy, hope, and comfort to 
the coming of the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Apart from considerations even more important, it 
is good statesmanship to preach that the Lord is com- 
ing. It takes people away from blind alleys, keeps 
them from feeding on false hopes, saves them from 
despair when false hopes fail, gives them courage to 
face the trials of the present, sustains their morale. 

We have been reminded that some of us used to 
work’ for votes for women. Well, we got votes for 
women. To me it seems, humanly speaking, a good 
thing, and.a matter of justice. Also I feel that it was 
necessary that women should face the conditions pre- 
ceding the age —and with full civic responsibility, so 
that as citizens they might discover their limitations, 
and the limitations of all human political effort. Ii we 
were not voters we might still be thinking that where 
-men have failed politically we might succeed; but now, 
having the vote, we find we can not. We discovér that 


it is our human nature, common to men an@ ‘vomen, 
that is at fault; that human sin, human weaki§ec ‘37 hu- 
man blindness are to blame. How presumptuous for 


men and women to think they could accomplish the 
task of world reformation, of. bringing in God's king- 
dom upon earth, when that task requires the direct 
personal action of the Lord Jesus Christ! 


What Woman Suffrage Has Proved 


Why, as we consider the mighty world problems of 
the present and the future, we discover that we do not 
know what God’s will is céncerning the manner of 
their solution —even if we were worthy and right- 
eous and_strong enough to insure its observance. But 
if I had not had the vote, I, for one, might hot have 
found out so readily that neither men nor women nor 
both together can rule the world aright. 

Another reason why I believe we should be preach- 
ing the imminent, visible, personal return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is that it is curative of certain false 
notions concerning Christianity and Christ. If we 
preach and prove, as we can prove by reference to 
his steady, continuous fulfilment of_ prophecy in these 
present times, that the Lord Jesus Christ is soon com- 
ing back, personally and corporeally, we do away with 
certain fanciful ideas that are abroad to-day. We con- 
vince numbers of people of the existence of the objective 
Christ —the Christ who existed before the world was 
and would exist even though none of us knew he ex- 
isted; the Christ who is, quite independently of your 
or my or anybody’s else subjective impressions of him. 

It is dangerous to rely, as some are inclined to do, 
simply upon subjective impressions of him, ignoring 
the Biblical revelation of his deity, his incarnation, his 
atoning death, his resurrection, and his coming again. 

It is not for us to imagine a Christ of our own. 
It is upon the Christ who is revealed to us in the Bible 
that we are to rely. In crder to correct a false he- 
cause wholly subjective Christianity, we must preach 
that the Christ of the Bible is soon coming back; we 
must show, on the evidence of the signs of the times, 
that he soon will appear to demonstrate that he is the 
very same Jesus Christ of whom we read in the Bible. 


(To be continued in next week's issue) 
we 


“Evolution and the Supernatural,” by Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, showing the effects of the acceptance 
of the evolution theory on Christian faith and life, 
may be had from The Sunday School Times Company 
at only 25 cents each, or $2.50 @ dozen, 
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From the Missionary Watch Tower 


A heathen revival on the Congo, and other glimpses of the world’s mission fields 


By Ernest Gordon 








REVIVAL of heathenism on the Congo goes by 
the name of “Bili.” The cult is thought to 
be a concoction of Arab traders who passed 

through the country a generation ago, and the sugges- 
tion is made that we have here an echo of the name 
of Baal. If this is so we get a vivid picture of what 
the great prophet had to contend with in the heathen- 
ism of his day. 

The Rev. A. M. Miller describes it as growing with 
astonishing rapidity. Its leaders build basas, or tem- 
ples, in.the high grass which they dedicate to Bili. 
A euanes fire is kept burning on an altar seven feet 
high, 

“Much compulsion, witchcraft, and terrorism are 
used in getting converts. After the frightened native 
is forced to join, he is beaten with burning faggots 
and then goes through a form of baptism, or anointing, 
with hot oil. Following this, he is given a Bili name, 


which he proclaims from the roof of the temple. A’ 


course of instruction follows, which initiates the novice 
into awful vices, superstition, and crime. He now be- 
comes a spreader of evil; any interest he may have 
had in his garden or village js gone, his eyes look 
cruel, his face is heavy and wicked. He goes out on 
his mission empowered with felili (a whistle), which, 
if he blows against one, death follows. The supersti- 
tious native soon yields to this influence. 

“The existence of this society is detrimental to all 
righteousness; its followers are evil-looking, villan- 
ous, and corrupt men and women. It cultivates ap- 
petites for evil and vice, and produces human wrecks 
of the most ge y kind. ith fire as emblem of 
power and the blood of chickens as its means of atone- 
ment, it boasts of a saviour who redeems at the altar 
and offers power to its followers. It is in a fashion 
a heathen counterfeit of the Christian faith, which 
recalls the profound saying of Godet that ‘God never 
made a man but Satam followed with an ape.’ ” 


The Door of Hope in Shanghai is a rescue home 
for young Chinese girls, which in 1924 sheltered 223 
inmates. It is a faith mission that has had continued 
response to its prayers since the last day of the last 
century when the original committee met to pray. 
Then they had no money, no land, no houses, no 
workers, and no society behind them. But they had 
confidence in God that he wanted to rescue the fallen 
in Shanghai. 

Various illustrations of God’s faithfulness through 
the years are given in the last report. Three young 
girls came in one day, who could say, as a little ap- 
plicant recently said, “All I have is in my stomach 
and on my back. In my hands is nothing.” There was 
not sufficient bedding for them, nor was there money to 
buy, so this need was prayed over. Assurance came 
that God would provide. A little while later, business 
took the missionary out, and she was stopped on the 
street by a nurse who told how she had been going 
through their hospital bedding and had put aside four 
bi-deus (Chinese thick-wadded comforters) for the 
Door of Hope and would be glad if they could be sent 
for at once. Chinese bi-deus are made of cotton wad- 
ding, often two or three inches in thickness, covered 
with cotton cloth for the poor, or with silk or satin 
for the rich, and are all the covering the ordinary 
Chinese use. So here was the bedding all ready to 
use that very night for the three girls and one to 
spare. The extra bi-deu was soon needed, for the next 
day another new girl entered the Home. So the Father 
was keeping count of the number coming in. 

There are six different homes. The older children 
are learning to help, themselves. In fact, the girls of 
the Industrial Home at Pao-San Road and Brenan 
Road already support themselves and their Chinese 
teachers, here is a doll-dressing department and 
a knitting industry. This last produces dainty baby 
garments in the most delicate shades, sweaters and 
dresses for girls and ladies, waistcoats and sweaters 
for gentlemen, and suits for little boys. The girls 
show a very willing spirit in filling urgent orders, and 
customers return again and again. 

The Chinese matron is a woman of prayer, and was 
on her knees often during a period of high prices. 
When one of the municipal inspectors sent her large 
quantities of fruit and bread forfeited by those sell- 
ing without the required license, she saw in it the 
Lord’s answer and provision. In November, this same 
inspector gave the homes no less than 34 pounds of 
confiscated tongue, 45 of bacon, 113 of salt pork, and 
18 of pork chops. 


The Sunday Schools of Kwangju, Korea.—There 
are forty-eight of them in the villages about and in 
range of the city. The attendance reaches nearly three 
thousand. That great and useful missionary, R.~M. 
Wilson, M.D., writes that. more than four hundred 
teachers are taking part in this work. They meet on 


Friday nights in a normal school to prepare them- 
selves for the following Sunday. A truck has been 
provided which takes about sixty of them each Sun- 
day to their schools, These schools meet in the morn- 
ing, preaching services being held in the afternoon. 
“It is a joy to see these bright faces as they sing 
praises to Cod. Soon after a school is started in a 
village this village becomes a feeder to our hospital, 
churches and schools.” 

The new treatment for leprosy is making evangelists 
of the inmates of Dr. Wilson’s asylum. He reports 
that of the three hundred lepers receiving the treat- 
ment by injection and two hundred by mouth, ninety 
percent report improvement. Tne disease is so arrested, 
that seventy-two percent are taking an active part in 
farm or industrial work about the home. “In many 
places, our lepers who have been discharged have gone 
out and started churches in many villages. Mr. Mc- 
Gallie says that his best evangelists are former lepers. 
Mr. Prestom makes the same report. We have fifty 
Bible teachers among the lepers in a special course 
who will in turn teach the rest. This course lasts three 
years.” Mr. Wilson appeals for clothing, old cloth 
for bandages, gauze, and other leper supplies to be 
sent fo him, parcel post, Kwangju, Korea. 


The Good Samaritan Among the Thieves.—Men- 
tion has been made of the leper colony which the Rev. 
John Lake, Baptist missionary, is building up on the 
island of Tai Kam, to the south of Canton. This 
island was bought for him by Wu Ting Fang, some- 
time Chinese ambassador at Washington. It has an 
uncomfortable neighbor in an island which shelters 
the largest and most desperate pirate community in 
South China. Lepers and pirates! No one would ever 
concern himself with such a combination unless pretty 
certain of the reality and power of his Gospel. It 
would not do to talk about “vision” and “service” and 
“progress” in such a milieu! Fortunately the pirates 


seem to understand the lepers’ friend and have never. 


interfered with him, 

But it is not enough for Mr. Lake to be left alone. 
He has been visiting the pirates in their innermost 
den and preaching to them. 

Five years ago, when he first asked for a govern- 
ment boat to take him to his recently acquired ‘island, 
the’ reply was a blank “impossible!” “It would need 
an escort of at leasf four hundred men armed to the 
teeth.” Yet John Lake went, and during the interven- 
ing years has organized his colony, going about un- 
armed and usually alone, and has neither been seized 
for ransom nor stripped of his purse. A Samaritan 
enterprise has proved to be the best bodyguard. 

But his thoughts have gone out to the desperadoes 
on the neighboring island. Three Tai Kam pirates 
who have been listening to the Gospel agreed, after 
much misgiving, to accompany him to the terrible 

_headquarters. This lies in a, secluded valley two miles 
long, shut in by ragged mountains on three sides and 
a roaring sea on the other. Thither go in and out 
all the robbers who, in these deinoralized times, infest 
the South China seas. 

~ When the mission sailboat entered the cove, four 
long black rowboats manned- by pirates slipped out 
from shore. 

“I purposely stood bare-headed under the blazing 
sun,” writes Mr. Lake, “so that the ruffians could see 
my bald head and white beard (though I am not quite 
fifty-five), my flag of truce under similar circumstances 
through many years of work up and down this coast. 
But even the three pirates who were taking us into 
the cove looked serious, and so did the three Chinese 
Christian workers who were making the perilous jour- 
ney with us. And serious, but utterly unafraid, was 
the little wife as she stood loyally by my side. 

“Finally we made our way shoreward in the small 
boat rowing past a big junk loaded with smuggled 
salt. Through a narrow rocky defile we went, toon 
finding ourselves confronted by an armed robber in 
full Chinese military uniform. He evidently knew of 
our approaching visit and made no objection to our 
passing to the village.” 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Five Hundred Karen Women from all parts of Burma 
held an all-day meeting at the last Burma Baptist Con- 
vention. Among other business transacted was the es- 
tablishment of a Karen Y. W. C. A. fn Rangoon, for the 
help and protection of Karen girls who have come to 
the city to work as ayahs, nurses, and clérks. The sec- 
retary is Mrs. N. Y. Min, a Karen woman. 

How Significant This Item—“Flies largely die out where 
General Feng’s troops are stationed.” No filth, no flies. 
And where- Christianity really grips, filth passes out of 
sight. 


At the first village the robbers received the party 
cautiously but kindly. Some were smoking opium, 
some og after a night’s watching, gambling, or 
raiding. Women from Macao, with pretty but brazen 
faces, came in and out of the house. After a few 
words of salutation, Mrs. Lake sat down with some 
of ..these women and began in a clear calm voice to 
tell them the story of Jesus’ redeeming love. Mr. 
Lake, laying his hand on the shoulder of a robber in 
full armament, urged on him the Christian life. This 
gesture of confidence disarmed the company. Tracts 
were distributed, among them, one about the man who 
went down to Jericho and fell among thieves. 


The Pirate’s Good Will Won.—The strangers were 
given a loft to sleep in and provided with other hos- 
pitalities. The next morning, they proceeded to the 
chief pirate’s village. “I have visited robber villages 
before, but this was the vilest place I ever saw. There 
were racks of guns, and stacks. of guns and knives and 
pistols, and opium-smoking paraphernalia, and besot- 
ted. men and brazen-faced women; but they all re- 
ceived us kindly and heard our message eagerly.” The 
chief, most dreaded of all, listened to Mr. Lake’s ad- 
monitions to Christian living and to his story of his 
leper work, and then handed him his visiting-card as 
passport in all that wild region. Not only this. He 
promjsed that Mr. Lake should have a site for a hos- 
pital in the robber village itself. The Samaritan of 
old improvised treatment for the victim, pouring in oil 
and wine. Our Southern Baptist Samaritan is going 
to help both victims and victimizers. And some time 
his Gospel will wean the latter altogether from their 
bad. courses, 

There has been a convergence of happy occurrences, 
Mr. Lake recounts the series. 

“An American Christian writes to know if I can use 
some of his money im opening up new fiélds. A 
Frenchman's telegram had just told me that a Chinese 
government gun-boat with British officers was ready 
to take us to Tai Kam island. After years of patient 
waiting on our part, three of our pirate friends on Tai 
Kam were ready to take us on the sail-boat to the rob- 
ber headquarters. And now this chief had drunk tea 
with me, had given me his card, had made friends 
with me and had solemnly, in the presence of his sub- 
ordinates, consented to our coming with our branch 
hospital for non-leprous patients. With a trained 
Chinese Christian there and with regular visits from 
us, we can at least make a start.” : 

“Whose heart the Lord opened,” wrote Paul of 
Lydia. The “cardiognostic” is in our own day 
still opening hearts. 


The Connecting Links in Africa.—Messrs. Parris 
and Ennals, of the English Baptist Mission on the 
Congo, have trekked on foot, from their station at 
Yakusu, into Uganda with the purpose of connecting 
up the two regions with mission stations. They found 
the Kingwana dialect used at Yakusu and Stanleyville, 
understandable throughout the whole trip. “After 
four hundred miles of walking and witnessing, it was 
with peculiar and holy joy that we climbed the moun- 
tain called Nyangkunde and gripped the hands of fel- 
low-missionaries, pioneers pressing westward, It seemed 
as if East and West had really met at the feet of 
Christ, as we joined with their native folk in hymn, 
prayer, and thanksgiving.” a 

This journey has called forth a letter from leading 
Uganda Christian personalities to the Christian com- 
munities on the Congo. It is not yet fifty years since 
Stanley appealed for missionaries in Uganda, and made 
his venturesome homeward trip thence by way of the 
Congo! 

“To our brother Christians in. Congo. We have 
heard with great pleasure the good tidings how the 
Word of our Lord is being spread in your country. 
Our country has been enlightened by the Word of God 
brought us by European ‘missionaries who have done 
so much by bringing us good religion, as well as by 
educating our people and so have made our country 
what it is. ... We pray that Almighty God may help 
you, so that you may be true servants of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 5... 

“We ask you to remember us in your prayers, that 
‘we may be united together in the service of our 
Master who died for us. : 

“With all good wishes we are, Your brothers in 
Christ, 

“Apoto Kacwa, Prime Minister. é 
“Yaxoso MusAJALUMBWA, Treasurer of the Kingdom, 
“Kamu Muxasa, County Chief of Kyagwe. | 
“THEoriLo KisososonKOLE, County Chief of Buriro. 
“N. Mupexa, Canon, head of the native clergy. 

“A. B. Koco, County Chief of Kyandondo.” 


New Hampron, N. H. 
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Lesson for November 1 ~— 
Ephesians 6 : 1-20 ‘ 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 


eeaaennenennnnitl 
ar eer en 














Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, P ja. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Two young people in the middle 
twenties are engaged to be married. They are both, ap- 
parently, earnest Christians. They believe it is the Lord’s 
will for them to unite. Putting it a little stronger, they 
are convinced in their own hearts. Now is it possible for 
one to break the engagement? You say, “Of course 
it is; she can disobey the Lord and do her own will and 
marry some one else.” Now here is my ‘question: What 
about his life, if it was the Lord’s will for him to marry 
the girl of his love? How must he go on? Alone? 
Lonely all through life, without a companion? Must he 
suffer for her wrong doing? Please do not answer. by 
saying, “The Lord protected him; he wanted no such girl 
for his wife.” She is all that is pure, true, sweet, and 
noble at heart. Everybody~ seems to love her. However, 
on the impulse —the spur of the moment — she acted “un- 
wisely, did wrong, perhaps to reap a life time of sorrow 
for this wrong step. But, dear Mother Ruth, why should 
he be made to suffer so? Is he to blame? Is he to carry 
a -heavy heart the rest of his days? Why was he pre- 
vented from doing the Lord’s will?—AN EARNEST CHRIS- 
TIAN WHO IS SUFFERING. 

EAR SUFFERING ONE: I have just finished 

reading Hebrews 5:8. -I cannot tell why God 
allows us to suffer in many ways, but I do know, it is 
only for our good. I have just read also the twelfth 
chapter of Hebrews, and especially the verses from 
the third to the fifteenth. Take for your special com- 
fort the eleventh verse. Then I turned to 1 Peter 4: 
12, and I read there that I am not to consider it 
strange that I am so tested by trial. I know you will 
want to turn from any comfort that these verses 
might bring to you, and you will want to just enjoy 
your grief, and try to puzzle why you could not have 
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your own way, and why, why, why, will continually 
come to your thoughts, but you. must accept the help 
the Comforter will give you, and know God is ready 
to take hold of your life, and while you have been 
stunned, and are bruised and bleeding in heart, yet 
out of it you will yet rejoice that God had his way 
in your life, and that your choice was defeated. I 
know you cannot see it now, and may never do so 
here, yet your confidence must remain strong in your 
Lord, knowing he never makes mistakes, and you in. 
your human wisdom will be sure to; therefore you 
must let him direct your life and take from you what 
he sees is for your good, and give to you just what he 
knows is best for you, and then you will find that 
Romans 8: 28 is true. Trust your God! Do not try 
to. indu in thoughts of what might have been, and 
what will be in the future. Trust God with all. the 
past and know he will work out a much more glori- 
ous future for you than if you had had your own way. 

No, you will not “carry a heavy heart” all the rest 
of your days! This will work out for a higher good, 
a deeper happiness than you could have pictured for 
yomeect’> and you cannot see it now. Oh, your 

eavenly Father loves. you too dearly to let this harm 
you, if your trust is “stayed on him.” 

Do not try to either excuse or censure any one in 
the trial, but know that a stronger hand than yours 
is guiding and will with the suffering give all the balm 
that is needed, but will make a soldier out of the suf- 
ferer who can go forth to sympathize and do God’s 
work as he could not have done in any other way. 
God has a purpose in this permissive will of his, and 
he tells us in his Word so often to be strong and to 
call upon him in our sorrows, and he will carry the 
burden and see us through. Oh, how I pray that this 
may work for the eternal good of the one that suf- 
fers! That it will be passed over to the One who 
loves him so, and that it may work in him that which 
God wants it to do. God is close, and cares, and 


, knows all, and will with the pain send a relief that 


will bring you into the finest relationship with him. 
This can be had in no other way than through suffer- 
ing! Trust your Lord, and get above the pain through 
him, who knows how to succor those who need him! 
He cares, he loves, he will guide! Even though the 
billows of sorrow flow over you now, look up and 















Ten tests that should convince every boy 
and girl of the injury of cigarette smoking 


Fighting the Cigarette 


By William A. McKeever, LL.D. 
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know that God controls! 














For a number of years Dr. McKeever was the head of the Child Welfare Department of the Unive 
He is the originator of the ‘‘‘Home Training Bulletins,’’ widely circulated 


times,— the country at large is rapidly being drawn 

into a persistent fight on the cigarette. Although 
I am not ready to state that the objection to the ciga- 
rette will be aimed ‘primarily at the obliteration of 
this “little white slaver,” but unquestionably there is 
a clear purpose to drive this enemy out and back in as 
far as‘it relates to the growing boy and incidentally 
to the growing girl. 

During a decade past I have kept in very close touch 
with the problem here -under consideration, have per- 
haps examined -more literature on the subject than 
any. other man in this great country of ours, and have 
contributed not a dittle to the discussion with my own 


"Tine can be no misjudging the.signs of the 


pen. Of one matter we may be assured, there is no | 
line of argument thus far advanced that has been ac- ~ 


cepted by any responsible class or organization to 
prove or even to indicate that cigarettes are in any 
way helpful to the ordinary boy. And, what is per- 
haps more significant, there is no argument avail- 
able that pretends to defend the cigarette as having 
even a neutral or negligible effect upon the ungrown 
individual. The tobacco companies, the dealers of all 
classes, and others that might be expected to take an 
interest.in the matter, either admit or state positively 
that cigarettes and tobacco in all forms are injurious 
to children and young people.. 


The Method of Our Fight ‘ 


Out of the many thousands of letters which have 
come to my office recently either denouncing the ciga- 
rette or complaining of the injurious effects upon the 
growing boy, there have been exceedingly few that 
brought even a suggestion as to how to deal with the 
perplexing problem. Perhaps not more than one-tenth 
of one percent of those so addressing me have offered 
anything worth while of an offensive nature against 
the enemy, and scarcely a larger percentage have of- 
fered anything of even a defensive nature. Why do 


not ordinary worried parents, teachers, Sunday-school 
teachers, and others in their class—why do not all 
these defenders of the boy and sworn enemies of ciga- 
rettes apply common sense and psychology to the solu- 
tion of the difficulty? That question is too much for 
me. I shall not try to answer it, but. shall offer my 
solution for what it is worth. That is, I shall con- 











of Kansas. 
ing peoples. 


tinue to offer my type and sub-types of a general 
solution. However, there will be space in this paper 
for only a brief outline of one short chapter in the 
entire program of opposition. 


Acquire Local Evidence 


In the fight on the cigarette there is generally too 
much vagueness in the form of “they say” and “it is 
reported.” As a scheme for making the attack on 
the nicotine enemy of the growing boy and girl ef- 
fective, I suggest that the reader of this text seek to 
bring out concrete evidence before the eyes of those 
he would convincé and reform. A few illustrations of 
the simple methods thus available are the following: 

1. Test the Perspiration. After a youthful cigarette 
smoker has exercised heavily enough to cause profuse 
perspiration, scrape a considerable amount of this 
moisture from the surface of the body and test it for 
the odor of nicotine. Usually the ordinary person can 
detect thus easily this poison. Not infrequently the 
odor is very strong and offensive. If chemical analysis 
is practicable apply that and so discover a heavy de- 
posit of the drug. This perspiration test can be made 


among all English- 


- locally on almost any part of the body. In case of a 


son of open porous system massage the part until 
aa coe, thoroughly heated. 

2. Testing the Bath Water. By prearrangement, 
have a high school youth who has been for a con- 
siderable time a heavy inhaler of cigarettes, submerge 
his body in a tub of clear hot water. Use barely 
enough water to cover all but the head and have the 
subject remain for, say, five minutes. Or, it might 
be well to consult a local physician as to maximum of 

‘temperature and the time immersed in the water, con- 
sistent with the safety and welfare of the subject. 
Use no soap. Now, test the water for nicotine. First 
observe a greenish scum on the surface; then observe 
the odor; and finally test chemically, if the means are 
available. 

3. Test the Heart Action. Require a regular ciga- 
rette inhaling youth to submit to the use of the stetho- 
scope as follows: Have him appear early in the day 
and before. smoking and so have two or more listen 
to his heart action as revealed by the stethoscope. 

Now, have the same youth inhale an entire cigarette 


‘these give reliable data. 
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in the usual way and let the attendants again listen-in 


while. the stimulating effects are most pronounced, 
during the next ten or fifteen minutes. Finally, after 
about thirty minutes, make a similar test and note 
the marked palpitation and comparative feebleness of 
the heart action. Three general stages of heart action 
will be observed; first, the rather enfeebled stroke of 
the poisoned heart before the victim’s indulgence for 
that day; second, great stimulus and practically doubled 
strength of the stroke in response to the introduction 
of a fresh dosé of the -poison; third, the rapid and 
enfeebled action as stated above. 


4. Test the. Pulse. If a sphygmograph is available 
ask a cigarette smoking high school boy to submit to 
its use under the three different conditions as named 
in the test called Three above. The trigger of the in- 
strument will show effects exactly confirmatory of 
those heatd through listening through the stethoscope. 
As a means of making these three forms of heart re- 
sponse of permanent record, cause a strip of smoked 
cardboard to pass through the sphygmograph for each 
test, then dip the records thus obtained in a shellac 
solution. I have made fully one thousand of these 
tests. 


5. Test the Endurance. Separate high school youths 
into two distinct classes: (1) Those who are known 
to be heavy cigarette inhalers, (2). those who are 
known to be entirely free from the use of nicotine. 
This test will prove far more satisfactory; and, for 
that matter, far more reliable in case a considerable 
number be used in each of the groups. I suggest that 
six against six be made the minimum. Select the two 
groups on the basis of equal age and equal size, in so 
far as is possible. Now, have ari endurance race of 
three hundred to four hundred yards, recording with 
a stop watch the-exact showing of every individual, 
and finally the average showing of the two sides. In 
every known test of this kind, where the other facts 
were equal, the non-smokers have out-classed the 
smokers. A further test of these two groups may be 
made with probably the usual results to show that the 
smokers in any class are relatively smaller than the 
non-smokers. 


6. Test the Intelligence. Take the two groups used 
in test Five and secure the general average as to class- 
room grades. While the test of one against one is of 
little worth in any of these cases it sie be said that 
in all the known recorded: comparati¥ésicsts of the 
larger group’ the intelligence of the non-smokers has 
ranged from ten.to fifty percent above that of the 
smokers. : 

7. Test the Athletic Ability. Take from any class 
or school in which approximately fifty percent of the 
boys are tobacco users a group of ten or more of those 
who excel in athletic games and sports. Determine 
whether the smokers or non-smokers are receiving the 
greater percentage of honors. In the usual case the 
percentage shows three or more non-smokers to one 
smoker as enjoying these places of recognized ath- 
letic ability. , 

8. Test the Truancy Records. Secure from the 
printed or written reports of the school officers a list 
of the truancy cases dealt with during recent years. 
Wherever such records contain a somewhat reliable 
account of the facts concerning cigarette smoking 
among the boys thus involved, determine what percent- 
age are victims of nicotine. Again and again it has 
been found that more than three-fourths of the school 
truants are users of the cigarette. Go into avaiable 
police-court records in a similar manner. Some of 


same in general, except that the percentage of smokers 
will be higher still. 

9. Test the Girls. By quiet and confidential methods, 
—at least aim to be impartial and not influence their 
stated opinions — obtain from girls of the mid-teen 
years their honest confessions as to the objections to 
the cigarette smoking on the part of their boy compan- 
ions and as to the injuries and eccentricities which 
seem to result from such a habit. Include also a state- 


ment of the secret pleasure or displeasure of the girls ° 


who must breathe the cigarette fumes as coming from 
the nostrils of their companions. Learn whether or 
not each girl has an opinion as to the possible 
future effects of nicotine upon the boy when grown 
i manpoes and assuming the place of husband and 
ather. ; 

10. Test the Mothers. Obtain permission to secure 
a confidential statement from at least ten mothers of 
cigarette smoking youths. 
information as to the deleterious effects upon the obe- 
dience, the honesty, the industry, the thrift, the health, 
the sympathy, and the religious disposition of the boy 
victim, in so far as they have observed his conduct 
about the home. Out of the thousands of direct and 
indirect inquiries of this kind I have reported to me, 
there has never been one case altogether favorable. 
But what the inquirer especially wants ‘here is a defi- 
nite statement as to the injurious effects, . 


LAWRENCE, KAN. 
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How may we know temptation, and how may we 
best meet it spectenrenyt Answers will be found in 
Mr, Howard’s valuable little. book, “Temptation” 
(The Sunday Schoot Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cts.). 


The conclusion will be the; 


- 


Ask them to give definite . 
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I. THE FIGHT AGAINST STRONG DRINK 














World’s Temperance Sunday. International Uniform Lesson.—Ephesians 6 : 1-20 
Golden Text.—Be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might.—Eph. 6 : 10 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt. D. 


Foreword 


ATAN is not omnipotent, but he is the greatest 

of all created intelligences, and the subtlety 

_ that he showed in. Eden has been double-edged 
by six thousand years of experience with mankind. 


The Historical Setting 


Ephesians is among the loftiest of all Paul’s writings. 
It is the Joshua of the New Testament, picturing the 
saints on this side of Calvary, reigning in the heavenlies 
(1:3). The “heavenlies” (not “heavenly places”) con- 
stitute the sphere of the risen life to which the saint 
of God enters through co-crucifixion and co-resurrec- 
tion with Christ. It is the realm of divine things 
where the Christian breathes the atmosphere of the 
Holy Spirit. The blessings included in this sphere of 
“the life which is Christ” are unfolded in the chapters 
previous to the one from which this lesson is taken — 
the blessings of our selection in God’s eternal purpose, 
of redeniption, “calling,” and “sealing” by the Holy 
Ghost; divine illumination, quickening with Christ 
through death and resurrection, sharing Christ’s as- 
cension life; our collective corporate life as the ec- 
clesia, the body, and workmanship of God; the knowl- 
edge of “the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height” of the love of Christ, and the filling with “all 
the fulness of God.” Paul’s other Epistles are to the 
visible church; Ephesians is a letter to the invisible 
Church. It was written from Rome in A. D. 64, and 
delivered by Tychicus. 

The Expository Meaning 

Verses 1-9.—Children, obey your parents. in - the 
Lord: for this is right: . .. And, ye fathers, provoke 
not your children to wrath: . .. Servants, ibe obedient 
. .. And, ye masters, do the same things to them, The 
apostle vo es down from the “heavenlies” to earth 
in the nning of the fourth chapter, and begins to 
counsel the Spirit-filled believer about the practical 
things of every-day life. As Dr. A. B. Simpson put 
it, there is an “earthly side of heavenly things,” and 
the apostle is discussing them in chapters four, 
five, and the inning of chapter six. Some one has 
said, “The highest life consists not in doing magnifi- 
cent things, but rather in doing common things in a 
magnificent way.” Believers must bring heaven down 
to their walk in the community, for the Gospel in- 
cludes morality and purity. The believer must bring 
heaven down into the married life, and into the fam- 
ily life in parlor, living-room, dining-room, and 
kitchen ! : 

Verses 10, 11.—Be strong in the Lord... Put on 
the whole armour of God, “Be en-dynamited in God,” 
the apostle is saying, and this may be accomplished 
only by donning God's panoply, or full set of armor, 
and the reason for this is to be enabled to stand 
against the stratagems or “wiles of the devil.” 

Verse 12.—For our wrestling is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the principalities. Alford describes 
this “wrestling” as “a hand-to-hand and foot-to-foot 
‘tug-of-war.’” He quotes Augustine as saying that our 
struggle is not merely against men, for “they are ves- 
sels which another uses; instruments which another 
touches.” Bishop Moule says, “The hand-and-limb 
encounter of our Christian life is not against flesh 
and blood, that is, against merely human opponents; 
no, for even when we have to meet hostility or actual 
cruelty from men, there are deeper and darker powers 
behind them; but against the principalities, against 
the authorities, against the world rulers of darknéss, 
being permitted a mysterious empire over the human 
‘world’ in its ‘darkness’ of ignorance and sin; against 
the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places ; 
geainst the powers that carry on their dark campaign 
m the vast unseen, as it were ‘the birds of the sky’ 
(Matt. 6:26) hovering over the landscape of hu- 
manity. I thus attempt an explanation of a phrase 
which is still mysterious when all is said.” 

Verse 13.—That ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and, having done all, to stand. The emphasis 
which Paul puts on the words “stand” and “withstand” 
is vitally important. The Ohristian and the church are 
marchers and runners, it is true, but here a crisis in the 
warfare is in the mind.of the inspiring Holy Spirit. 
Does not this warning befit the church to-day? 

Verse 14.—Having girded your loins with truth, and 
having put on the breastplate of righteousness. As 
the girdle surrounds the entire body, so the Christian 
should be environed with truth. It is the girdle that 
binds the rest of the armor together, and therefore it 
is the first piece of armor mentioned when particular- 
ization begins! Truth held in balance is all important, 


Devotional : Psalm : 1-8. 
Reference icadiog Isaiah h Beane 22, 23; 28: 1-8. 
Topic; Loving and Obeying Our Parents. 
Lesson Material: Genesis 37 : 12-17; Exodus 20: 12; Luke 
2:51; Ephesians 6; 1-4. 
Memory Verse: Honor thy father and thy mother.—Exod, 
20 : 12, 
Junior Topic: How to be Strong. 
Lesson Material : Ephesians 6 : 1-4, 10-20. 
Memory Verses: Philippians 4 : 13. 
i for a Hard Fight. 


Intermediate and Senior T : Strong Armor 
Topi for Young People ‘tnd Adults: The Fight Against Strong 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
esson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 10-20 


10 } Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength 
of his might. 11 Put on the whoie armor of God, that ye 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 
For our wrestling is not against ‘ flesh and blood, but against 
the principalities, against the powers, against the world- 
rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Wherefore take up 
the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and, having aone all, to stand. 14 Stand 
therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having 
put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod 
your feet with the preparation of the ‘ gospel of peace; 
16 withal, taking up the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the evil one, 17 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
\Spirit, which is the word of God: 18 with all prayer and 
supplication praying at all seasons in the Spirit, and watch- 
ing thereunte in all perseverance and supplication for all 
the saints, 19 and on my behalf, that utterance may be 
given unto me ‘in opening my mouth, to make known 
with boldness the mystery of the * gospel, 20 for which I 
am an ambassador in ‘chains; that in it I may speak 
boldly, as I ought to speak. 

2Or, Henceforth 2Gr. be made powerful. *Gr. blood 
and fiesh. *Gr. good tidings. See Matt. 4:23 marg. 
®Or, in opening my mouth with boldness, to make 
known °Gr. a chain. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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and over-emphasis on any one phase of Bible truth 
weakens the Christian as he stands on the firing line 
ainst the hosts of evil. Many of us have realized 
how sadly this is true of Christians who make a “fad” 
out of some real truth which needs to have its proper 
place, but also its proper poise. Satan fears this won- 
derful girdle, and his greatest successes have been se- 
cured by leading men to believe counterfeits of truth. 
The Berean Christians, of whom we have studied, are 
our exemplars in the manner in which we should buckle 
on the girdle. Stand... having put on the breastplate. 
The act of the God-energized will is here implied. Al- 
ford says, “Righteousness ts the breastplate — the geni- 
tive here being one of apposition. The righteousness 
spoken of is that of Romans 6:13—the. purity and 
uprightness of Christian character which is the. re- 
sult of the work ofthe Spirit of Christ; the inwrought 
righteousness of Christ, not merely the imputed right- 
eousness.” . 


Verse 13.—Having shod your feet with the prep- 
aration of the gospel of peace. e word “prepara- 
tion” includes the thought of “equipment” and of “read- 
inegs.”_ The panoplied Christian soldier has been com- 
manded to “stand.” Football players know the im- 
portance of the cleated shoe in holding ground against 
the massed rush of his opponents. A Christian must 
have peace in his heart to hold his own against the 
onslaughts of Satan, and yet this peace has to do with 
his feet; a warrior’s business is to obey orders and 
the standing orders of the great Captain of his Salva- 
tion is “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gos- 

1.” Peace is not only protection to himself, but it 
is his message! Fear is the master passion of the 
heathen — of unseen evil spirits, and the Gospel of the 
peace of God is the cure for the heathen animist’s fear. 

Verse 16.—Withal taking up the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the evil one. The Romans had two shields, a small 
one and a larger. The word here is for the larger 
shields “thurion.” It was the shield that covered the 
whole body of the Roman soldier, two and one-half by 
four feet. The expression “withal” (or, A. V., “above 
all”) in the two oldest manuscripts may be translated 
“in all things,” so that the idea 1s not that this shield 
is the most important piece of all the armor mentioned, 
but that it is to be used “on all occasions,” as Alford 
gives the meaning. In ancient warfare, darts were 
often wrapped with inflammable material and -shot 
after they were lighted. Thus, temptations to impur- 
ity, or anger, or any. other sin, when yielded to, scorch 
and sear-the soul. 

Verse 17.—Take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit. The “helmet” is the headpiece of the 
Gospel armor. In First Thessalonians 5:8, the helmet 


is the hope of salvation. . Here it is appropriated sal- 
vation. Either unhealthy or erroneous thinking is 
ruinous to Christian fighting., A bareheaded Chris- 
tian warrior is doomed always to defeat. The word 
for salvation here is one of wide range, as it protects 
the Christian whem he understands that salvation in- 
cludes redemption from the penalty and power of sin, 
and the possibility of sin. when we get our resurrection 
bodies. The sword of the Spirit is the only aggressive 
piece of armor. As our Lord used it, so must we. In the 
wilderness temptation, Christ might have opposed Satan 
with some original word of mighty teaching, as when 
he afterward “spoke with authority,” and yet he chose 
to thrust only with the Word of God itself! 


Verse 18.—Wéith all prayer ... and watching there- 
unto, Surely. now the apostle is leaving the divine 
arsenal. He is changing his simile. No! Prayer is 
the telegraph station out on the firing line wherewith 
immediate connection may be had with headquarters. 
We may get -in instant communication with the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation by sending up a wireless for help 
at every crisis of the battle. The emphasis here on 
prayer shows how earnestly God means us to use our 


telegraphic facilities. Hence we need to be “watching” 


all the time, for thé enemy often wears the uniform 
of the saints in counterfeit, and may even dash up with 
lying orders in an effort to betray us. 

Verses 19, 20.—On my behalf, that utterance may be 
given’ unto me... for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Paul has asked for prayer fer all the saints 
— the whole army needs to pray for itself! And now 
he brings the request down to himself, for he is in- 
satiable always when it comes to intercessory. prayer, 
as we all ought to be, — that he, am ambassador from 
heaven to Rome, even h he is in chains,—a 
strange condition for a plenipotentiary —that he may 
be faithful in ~speaking even in a Roman dungeon 
where Satan might tempt him to keep his mouth shut 
as being useless under such a limitation. 

The Homiletical Form _ 
Tue ConrFLicT IN THE HEAVENLIES 

1. The Christian warrior at home (vs. 1-9). 

2. His resource (v. 10). Say 

3. His enemies (v. 12). 

4. His armor (vs. 13-17). 

5. His communication with headquarters (v. 18). 

6. His picket duty (vs. 18-20).  , 


The Topical Values - 


The Need of the Breastplate. “Having put on the 


breastplate of righteousness” (v. 14). One of the 
favorite stratagems of Satan is to make Christians 


think that it is impossible to wear the breastplate of - 


imparted righteousness, as if it were something too 
heavy to be carried. Satan would ‘have Christians be- 
lieve that there is nothing form them beyond the ‘seventh 
of Romans, and would prevent them from going on 
into the glorious freedom through the Spirit that. the 
eighth chapter tells of. Without this piece of the ar- 
mor, however, there can be no real fighting. Holiness 
is necessary to victory. 


How to Carry the Sword.—Taketthe sword” (v. ; 


17). Nothing is said of a sheath affixed to the girdle! 
The Christian warrior’s sword must be always in hand! 
“Search the Scriptures.” Is your class memorizing 
Scripture in preparation for the crises of the conflict? 

The Helmet of Salvation—History tells us that 
Charlemagne used to move his court from city to city. 
Satan, the prince of all these evil powers, unseen and 
terrible, has transferred his throne from place to place 
during the reaches of human history, He has, had it 
enthroned in Grecian culture and in Roman imperial- 
ism, in Roman ecclesiasticism and in Protestant world- 
liness. ‘To-day he seems to be erecting it in the hu- 
man intellect, so that men are setting up their own 
thoughts against God’s... Against all evil thinking in 
science, art, and theology the safeguard is the “helmet 
of salvation.” 
The Practical Aim 

Arsenal and Armor:—The clanking armor of the 
soldier to whom Paul was chained when he wrote the 
Epistle no doubt suggested this wonderful simile. The 
sixth of Ephesians is the afsenal chapter of the Bible, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ himself is the Armor — 
every single piece of it and all of it together! The 
word “all” in verse sixteen is warrant for the Chris- 
tian warrior to expect entire victory. 

NARBERTH, PA. 
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Lesson for November 1 
Ephesians .6 : 1-20 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


ROM where did Paul write the Epistle to the Ephesians? 
2. What verses make it sound like a triumphant let- 
ter rather than a prison letter? , 
3. Should a believer in Christ ever be defeated? 


4. What four classes of people are admonished in the 
early part of the chapter? 


5. How do you reconcile Ephesians 6:5 with the wrongs 
of slavery? 


6. How do you prove from the Bible that slavery is wrong? 


7. Name from Scripture, some of Satan’s “wiles” or 
“stratagems.” 


8."What were ,“the wiles of the devil’. in Ephesus, in 
Paul’s day? 


9- What was one marked difference between such sin in 
Paul’s day and ours? 


10. Did. Paul enjoin a moral fight of sheer human will 
power against these wickednesses? 


11. How may we follow Paul's example of plain spegking 
in regard to our own wickednesses? 


12, What suggested to Paul his figure of the armor? 


13. How is Ephesians 6 particularly applicable to the 
church of the present day? . 


14 In looking around for a girdle for the loins in these 
days when several brands of “truth” are offered, what 
gives real promise of greatest endurance? 


15..What warning given by Paul to Timothy reminds us 
that the helmet, guarding the head, is very important in 
these days of pseudo-science? 


16. What other reason makes the helmet especially need- 
ful for Christians to-day? 


17. What Christian hymn expresses both our responsi- 
bility in the fight against sin and Christ’s strength in us 
for that fight? 


18% What is the twofold danger in our estimation of 
Satan’s power? 


19. How can we uphold the law against drink by spiritual 
weapons? 


20. On what two fronts is the drink warfare waged? 


21. Do you think it is spiritual conflict on both f 
(Personal.) . et 
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Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of th i 
week are givefi on one of the later pages of isin 
we 
4 > - ; é 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D:D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





“THe Principe or Appiication.—Lead pupils 


oo — practical and personal applications of 











HE portion of the lesson chapter preceding the 
printed portion contains some of the most pointed 
and up-to-date directions for the life of our own day, 
and in the emphasis upon the practical applications of 
the lesson it should not be overlooked that this earlier 
portion is included. It is a day of disobedience to 
parents, of failure to bring up children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, of workers who toil, if 
at all, with eyeservice as menpleasers, and of masters 
who too often forget that they have a Master in 
eaven. In short, here are words to be soberly pon- 
dered by parents and children, by employers and em- 
ployees. The mere fact that eight times ‘in the dis- 
cussion of these four relations the divine Overseer is 
invoked is sufficient indication of the real solution of 
these ills which afflict us. 

In the application of the remaining portion of the les- 
son to the problem of strong drink comes the recogni- 
tion of the fact, forced upon us more strongly by recent 
developments, that here is indeed a real conflict on two 
fronts. The nation has its all-too-real warfare with 
law-breaking liquor dealers. But there is also the con- 
tinuance of the individual fight with the temptation, 
and it will not weaken the tempted to know that the 
conflict is against a spiritual foe, nor should it lead 
those who would help him to place all their reliance 
upon material and human means of warfare. Rather 
should it drive all of us to the only source of strength 
to battle this enemy who would overthrow the souls 
of men through the appetites of their bodies. To ig- 
nore the sword of the Spirit, to discard the armor of 
God, or to neglect spirit-inspired prayer because the 
nation has put an amendment to its Constitution is 
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to lose a spiritual battle because we trust in less than 
spiritual weapons, 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner - 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Example.—Ye masters, do the same. things 
(v. 9). The wake over John Barleycorn is still go- 
ing on as I write this note, and lots of the “mourners” 
are getting “black eyes” and landing in the hoosegow 
and “paying the fiddler’; yes, and “kicking the bucket” 
—the booze bucket! All of which may not be in- 
telligible to Sunday-school folks. The stock com- 
plaint of the wet metropolitan press (which did not 
seem to know the country was going dry by the acre, 
and do ‘not know even now that it is overwhelmingly 
dry) is that Mr. Well-to-do has his drink from his 
well-stocked cellar while Mr. Common Man has to 
go thirsty or risk his life te wood alcohol and its re- 
lations. It so happens I have lived all my life among 
iron and steel workers, learned my trade with them, 
have been always in close and intimate contact with 
them and am to-day, with over three hundred of them 
enrolled in the Iron Rose Bible Class. Yet among 
the thousands I know there is not one that wants old 
John Barleycorn restored to life. Lots of those fel- 
lows were drinkers and Saturday-nighters. To be 
sure there are still “old soaks,” drinking “Jamaica 
ginger,” “stomach bitters,” “white mule,” “dandelion 
home brew,” and “bootleg,” but these are rapidly be- 
ing burnt outeand sent to the poorhouse, insane asylum, 
and graveyard, and the “old bum” will soon become 
as extinct as the dodo. We live on the Lincoln High- 
way and the Main Line of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
These for years have been the. favorite routes of the 
“brake beam” and “hay mow” tourists. Yet the 
‘tramp has become a rare animal. We have not had 
more than one all last winter, and it was a mighty 
mean winter in Central and Eastern Pennsylvania. 
I have a wealthy wet friend. His sister is as dry 
as he is wet. She got after her brother: “Randolph, 
they tell me you have $50,000 worth of liquor in your 
cellar.” “Margaret,” was the reply, “the report is 
grossly exaggerated, I have only $48,000 worth.” This 
is the sad and dangerous part of the booze business. 
The big fellows break the law, which breeds in the 
grosser criminals contempt for all law. 


The “Old Reliables.”—Wéithstand in the evil day, 


and, having done all, to stand. Stand therefore (vs. 
13, 14). “Our backs are to the wall,” said England; 


“Lafayette, we are here,” said America; and the long - 


years of German war preparation. blew all to bits 
before Anglo-Saxon tenacity. Descendants of Round 
Heads and Pilgrim Fathers, Tommie and Yank — the 
boys who know God—you may remember these up- 
standing chaps—did you ever see a bunch of them 
march by? The Anglo-Saxon boy is a fine article. 
You will note the names in the police news are. 

foreign ones — poor fellows who never had some sweet 
lady tell them beautiful stories in a Primary Depart- 
ment, who never had interested teachers invite them 
to their ty homes for a “party”? and the personal 
touch, who were never gathered into an adult Bible 
class and shown how God’s Word helps one to live 
the daily life. The secret of the outstanding men and 
the outstanding nations is because there is something 
in the Old Book that makes for strength —that puts 
moral fiber into the human structure. When the plas- 
ter falls from the walls of your house, the reason it 
does not “stand” is likely because it is some of this 
new modern(ism) patent stuff. The old wood lime 
plaster with lots of hair through it for “fiber” stands 
forever because it is the fundamental stuff our grand- 
fathers found just right. Moral: “Avoid substitutes!” 


The Safe Return.—The helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit (v. 17). The Greek word 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. October 4.—Paul in Athens ..........+. oveeeActs 17 216-34 


2. October 11.—Paul in Corinth >...........6. -Acts 18:1-17' 


3. October 18.—Paul Writes to the Corinthians 
1 Corinthians 12:1 to 13:13 
4 October 25.—Paul in Ephesus ...... Acts 18:18 to 19: 41 
5. November 1.—The Fight Against Strong Drink — 
World’s Temperance Sunday ...Ephesians 6 : 1-20 
6. November 8.—Paul’s Farewell at Miletus ..Acts 20: 1-38 
7. November 15.—Paul’s Arrest in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to 22: 
8. November 22.—Paul Before Felix ...Acts 23:1 to 24: 
9. November 29.—Paul Before Agrippa ..Acts 25:1 to 2: 
10. December 6.—Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck. Acts 27 : 1- 
11, December 13.—Paul in Melita and Rome ...Acts 28 : 1-31 
12. December 20.—Paul’s Summary of Hig Life 
2 Timothy 3:10, 113 4: 6-18 


3° 
27 
32 
4h 


Tr, 
Christmas Lesson .......60++ sapvinaksstass «Matthew 2: 1-15 
Golden Text: Luke 2:11 
13. December 27.—Review: From Athens to Rome 
Romans 8 : 31-39 
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translated “salvation” is soterion, and it means “the 
safe return.” No man goes into a battle but hopes 
and prays for a safe return. While he is perfectly 
willing, if need be, to die for his cause, he does not 
have, if he is sane, any burning desire to leave his re- 
mains upon the field of glory. Remember the tin hats 
the boys wore in the War to protect the head. I ex- 
pect you have seen many a one with an ominous hole 
through it. The helmet of the safe return that Paul is 
telling these Diana-of-the-Ephesians folks about never 
has any holes through it. Or to bring it down to the 
lesson intent—no bootlegger can “shoot” the brains 
out of the fellow who draws it down over his eyes 
and nose and ears! He can leave the old farm or 
the village green and go to the great city and make a 
safe return. Yesterday (as I write) we celebrated my 
thirtieth anniversary as superintendent of Rock Run 
Mission Sunday-school. One of the speakers, who is 
known as one of the most successful ¥. M. C. A. sec- 
retaries in the land, said his first experience in search- 
ing the Scriptures was in Rock Run Sunday-school. 
Up there for thirty years we have been buckling on 
to every boy and girl this beautiful diamond hilted 
sword in a way that they can%e.sily handle, and with 
it, like the Master, put Satan to flight. This is why 
Rock Runners have won out against old John Barley- 
corn and his saloon hosts, when Coatesville was one 
of the wettest towns in the world and Rock Run its 
speak-easiest suburb. I am sitting to-day surrounded 
by my little Sunday-school, littler than it was thirty 
years ago because my people have been so well hel- 
meted and so efficiently begirded they have moved 


down town and are in the pretty bungalows up and’ 


down the valley (Psa. 119:9, 11, 50,.93, 104). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
te 


The IHlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leafiet yn ge the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
ful¥ months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

Preference. will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Depending on Andrew Bonar.—Be strong in the 
Lord, and in the strength of his might (Golden Text). 
There was a man in Glasgow who was greatly blessed 
under the ministry of Dr. Andrew Bonar. His whole 
spiritual life seemed to depend on him. When Andrew 
Bonar died that man walked through the park stunned, 
hopeless; his prop was gone. Andrew Bonar was a 
name greatly honored in Glasgow. There were many 
children named after him, and as this disconsolate man 
walked through the park he met a nurse wheeling two 
children in a perambulator. One of them was lolling 
against the other, and the nurse said, “Sit up, don’t 
you lean on Andrew Bonar.” It was God’s message 
to him, and he leaned against God instantly —From 
the Life of Faith. Sent by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


A Thriiling Wrestling Match.—For our wrestling 
is not against flesh and blood (v. 12). Seth Joshua, 
a Welsh evangelist, who died in 1925, once told this 
story of his early labors: “When I was pitching the 
first tent on the East Moors, Cardiff, on a Saturday 
afternoon in the month of April many years ago, a 
burly fellow under the influence of drink came to me 
and said: ‘I say, guv’nor, are you putting up’a boxing- 
booth?’ ‘Yes,’ I replied. ‘When is the first contest?’ 
‘To-morrow morning at eleven.’ 
have the first rounds?? ‘I am one of the parties.’ 
‘Who is the other?’ ‘Beelzebub.’ ‘Terrible name, but 
I'll back you, guv’nor.’ ‘Come here at eleven to-mor- 
row morning and see what we can do.’ The man 
came, and he was my first convert.”—From the British 
Weekly. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, 
N.Y. Prize illustration. 


En-dynamited.—Finally, my brethren, be en-dyna- 
mited in the Lord (Golden Text). At America’s Kes- 
wick, the Rev. Gordon Watt, having given the above 
translation of. verse 10, gave the following gripping 
story from his own experience during the Welsh re- 
vival. With a party of workers he met John Jones, 
a laborer on the railway track. Invited to attend a 
church whose steeple was visible in the distance, John 
Jones replied: “I would not even pass the door of 
that church. Why, God Almighty’s down there, and 
I ain’t fit to meet God Almighty.” Perceiving that 
Satan was seeking to keep this man from Christ, the 
party got.down upon their knees and wrestled for his 
soul with God, while the man himself, mightily con- 
victed, rolled upon the ground and writhed in agony 
of soul over this unexpected meeting with “God Al- 


‘Who are going to 


mighty.” The man was saved, and became an “en- 
dynamited” worker in the revival. Are we ~ful 
with for men like that?—From The Sunday 
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School Times. Sent by W. Haslam, 
Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 


What Emerson Left Out.—Be strong in 
the Lord (Golden Text). Speaking on the 
injunction of Ephesians 6:10, I well re- 
member a section in my bookcase which 
contained a highly prized set of Emer- 
son’s works, One essay in particular I 
read and re-read. The burden of it was, 
“Young man, be strong.” This phrase 
occurred again and again, and it thrilled 
and excited me. He never once said, 
“Be strong in the Lord,” and the time 
came when, realizing the cruel mockery 
of the words, and the emptiness. of this 
entire system of philosophy, I put the set 
of well-printed and choicely bound vol- 
umes into the flames. I had discovered in 
the Bible the source of all strength— 
From The Fundamentals. Sent by the 
Rev. Guru Manickam, Dharapuram, Co- 
imbatore Dist., S. India. 


When Quiet is Defeat.—Be strong in 
the Lord, and in the strength of his might 
(Golden Text). “All 1s quiet at the 
front,” was the message sent by a gen- 
eral again and again during the Civil 
War, until those at headquarters re- 
minded him that he was not sent-to keep 
the peace, but to drive the enemy back. 
The only bulletins, many churches send 


out is: “All is quiet at the front.” There! 


are no casualties because there are no 
battles—From the 
Magazine. Sent by J. E. Williamson, 
Nottingham, Eng. 


Are We Willing to Wait?—With all 
prayer and supplication praying at all sea- 
sons in the Spirit (v. 18). A poor wo- 
man stood at a vineyard. “Would you 
like some grapes?” asked the proprietor. 
“I should be very thankful,” was the re- 


ply. Quickly her basket was brought to] 


the gate. The owner took it and was 
gone a long time, until the woman be- 








came discouraged, thinking that he was ' 


not coming back. At last he returned 
with the basket heaped full. “I have 
made you wait a good while,” he. said, 
“but, you know, the longer you have to 
wait, the better the grapes and the more.” 
So it sometimes is in prayer. We bring 
our empty vessel to God and pass it over 
the gate of prayer to him, He seems to 
be delaying, and sometimes faith faints 
with waiting. But at last he comes, and 
our basket is heaped full with luscious 
blessings. He waited long that he might 
bring us a better and a fuller answer.— 
From the Gospel Herald. Sent by Helen 
Palmer, Pittsburgh, Pa. ' 


Our Uniform.—Put on the whole 
armor of God (v. 11). An old soldier 
relates that during the Civil War he was 
one of a number of soldiers stationed in 
Washington. One-.afternoon when upon 
leave, he and a companion were just about 
to enter a saloon, but a hand fell upon his 
shoulder. Looking up he found himself 
gazing into the kindly eyes of President 
Lincoln. “My boy,” he said gently, “I 
don’t like to see our uniform going into 
these places.” Without another word he 
walked. on, leaving the youth too tuch 
astonished to say anything in reply; “The 
armor of Ged” is the Christian’s wuni- 
form. It separated him from the crowd 
and identifies him as a soldier of Christ. 
Did you ever stop to think that possibly 
there are places in this world where you 
cannot go without discrediting your uni- 
form?—From the Forward. Sent by 
Helen Palmer, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


AX? having done all, to stand (v. 13). 
Katergasamenoit is in the margin 
translated “and having overcome ll.” 
Even more vigorous would be “and having 
downed [kata] them all’ to stand. 

I cannot see that the Authorized Ver- 
sion, “and having done all, to stand,” has 
much point, but if this alternate trans- 
lation is used and linked up with the story 
of the seven sons of Sceva in Acts 19: 
14-16 it has very much significance. The 
seven sons of Sceva faced one evil spirit 
in Ephesus who leaped on them, wrestled 
with them, overcame*them and sent them 
packing. Why? Because they had not 
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on them a single article in God’s armory. 
But Paul writes to the Ephesians who 
had a ‘very vivid remembrance of this 
incident, “Put on the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil” (v.11). We wres- 
tle, too, as the seven sons of Sceva, 
against the pneuwmatika tes ponerias, 
wicked spirits (v. 12). But if we have 
on the panoply of God, we shall be able 
to down not one spirit only but all. And 
in speaking of all he uses the emphatic 
hapanta, instead of panta, “the whole 
pack.” The evil spirit prevailed; ischuse, 
against Sceva’s sons (Acts 19:16). We 
are to be strong in the power of his pre- 
vailing might, tschuos, the same word. 
They fled out, ekphugein,—out of the 
house, naked and wounded. We are to 
stand and this word stand is repeated four 
times, “stand against” (Eph. 6:11) ; 
“withstand,” “stand” (v. 13) ; and “stand” 
(v. 14). Single-handed the Christian will 
vanquish all and hold possession of the 
field. 

Your feet shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace (v. 15). I like to 
translate it with the “readiness” of the 
“good news” of peace in the sense of 
readiness.to start any moment. 

Forbearing threatenings (v. 9). The 
figure in anientes is slackening up as a 
rope, “every one’s bands were loosed 


United Methodist | (Acts, 16:26), “and loosed the rudder 


bands” (Acts 27:40). en Paul was 
Saul (Acts 9:1) his threatenings were 
taut and unyielding enough. But the 
rigidity had gone out of them long since. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
ae 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we do most earnestly pray that we may be 
strong in thy strength. May we recognize 
our weaknesses as opportunities for thee to 
infill us with thy strength. May we not 
omit to take up any portion of the armor 
of God, and, protected by that armor, may 
we be able to stand in the evil day, and hav- 
ing done all, to stand. Teach us, we pray 
thee, the true character of the power of evil 
with which we contend, and what are the 
wiles of the Devil. In the fight against 
strong drink may we not be deceived by the 
shoutings and noise of the enemy, but may 
we continue faithfully to stand for the right, 
and to look to thee for victory. In thy dear 
name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The rum fleet along 
parts of the American coast-line is a. pic- 





ture of the way the forces of evil lie in 
wait along the shores of life, watching a 
chance to dart into your heart and mine. 
There are foes within and foes without, 
for it is to our shame that we'even some- 
times welcome evil thoughts and evil 
deeds under the temptation of the great 
enemy of our souls. What are you do- 
ing to help in the fight against drink? 
Do you join in the laugh when a rum- 
runner gets in safely with its cargo? Do 
you join in the mournful cry that pro- 
hibition cannot be enforced? Twice in this 
wonderful lesson the apostle Paul uses 
the word “stand,” “stand therefore,” and 
“having done all, to stand.” Let us not 
weaken in the face of evil, for indeed we. 
do have the whole armor of God, and 
how can we be afraid? Let us pray. 





STAND f@kinst EVIL 
—AND KEEP ON! 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“What a Friend.” 

“God will take care of you.” 

“I take, He undertakes.” 

“What would I do without Jesus?” 

“The safest way.” 

“Is the wold any better?” 

“He is able.” Z 
* (Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the Restings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other, parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 


the United Presbyterian Board: of Publica- by 


tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“The Water of Life (98 : 1-3). 
Psalm 42: 1+5; Rev. 22: 17 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224 : 1-3). 
Psalm 112 : 1-10. 
“Sweeter Are Thy Words” (249 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 97-104. 
“To Him for Safety” (181 :1, 2, 4). 
: Psalm 91 : 1-3, 5-13. 


For Primary Teachers - 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ET us read the whole of this little 
epistle of triumph, and seek to open 
our hearts to its wonderful lessons. 
Tell the class that a few years after 
Paul’s mission to the people of Ephesus 
he was arrested by the Jews, and was a 
prisoner for a long time, and could not 
go from city to city telling the “good 
news” to people. 





| TURN THE LIGHT ON 
THE OTHER FELLOW? 








PUBLIC 
ONDEMNATION : 
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OCTOBER 17, 1925 


While a prisoner, he had time to think 
of his friends, and he remembered their 
danger from their strong, cruel “enemy, 
and he would pray to his Father to 
strengthen them and help them know the 
love of Christ. He wrote the people at 
Ephesus a wonderful letter, from which 
our lesson for this week is taken. In this 
letter the great apostle sent a special 
message to the children of the church at 
Ephesus. Perhaps he had seen chil- 
dren who were disrespectful and dis- 
obedient to their parents. Paul wanted 
the children in Ephesus, and the children 
in all the world to-day, to know how very 
wrong this was, and also that there would 
be a great reward to those children who 
honored their parents by loving obedience. 


hard even for little children to be sweet 


unseen enemy, with a host of cunning’ help- 
ers, always watching for an opportunity 
to get people to do wrong in some way. 
He has many, many kinds of wrongdoing, 
and all wrongdoing is sin, whether itis 
disobedience to one’s parents, or taking 
God’s name in vain, or eating and drinking 
hurtful things, —in fact, we can hardly 
nate them all. There was no one’ in 
Ephesus then, and no oné in America now, 
able to contend alone with this strong 
enemy and his cruel helpers. So Paul 
tells us of a complete armor that God has 


If we have a good picture of an armored 
knight, we might show it to the class, un- 
less we have a blackboard, and can draw 
the knight, putting on his armor, piece 
piece.. If we cannot do either, we can 
give the class a minute description of each 
piece of the armor. First, he gives us the 
Girdle of Truth. The girdle holds one’s 
clothes in place; and makes one strong. 


Let us try to-show the beauty and strength . 


of simple truth. Jesus is the Truth (John 
14:6). TheBreastplate of Righteousness 
protects the heart and the lungs. Again, 
“the Lord our Righteousness” (Jer. 23: 
6). Are our feet in danger? Yes, some- 
rtimes they wander~in forbidden paths 
where the enemy is sure to find us. But 
we are safe if we wear the Good 
News Sandals, for then we shall walk 
only in paths of peace. Our King_ pro- 
vides us a Shield, wide enough and long 


enough to cover our whole person. This _ 


is our Faith, and Paul says,, “Whatever 
you do, do not drop your shield,” for every- 
thing depends .on our faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The enemy would love to 
hit us in the head but our Saviour has 

rovided us with the blessed Helmet of 

alvation! Now let us fasten to our 
Girdle of Truth the most powerful sword 
that knight ever carried —the Sword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God. No 


with defeat. 

Let us sing: “Take the Name of Jesus 
with You” 

Curnton, S. C. - 


Your Class of Girls © 
By Mrs. S. HB. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


xr. Strong words for hard times. 
2. Strong weapons for a great victory. 








VERY sudden death —that of a be- 
lieving and surrendered saint — had 
called for some tnusually plain statements 
of the Christian faith on the part of the 
officiating minister, in a funeral service 
recently attended by this writer. In con- 
versation a few days later with one of 
the family, comment was made on the 


service and on how seldom in these days 
one hears such plain affirmations of the 
fundamentals of. our Christian faith. 
Said the mother of three young collegians 


Y who was of that family group, and at 


that service, “Oh, but we need to hear 
those things over and over, especially our 
young people who have heard so little 
of them as they have grown up. They 
hear so much of everything else every- 
where else—surely they need to hear 





plain, emphatic statements of our faith 


But Paul knew that it was sometimes ~ 


and good; for he knew there was a strong, °* 


provided to make us strong and victorious. ._ 


one who wears this armor has ever met - 


comfort and strength gained through this: 
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Lesson for November 1 
Ephesians 6 : 1-20 


from our ministers, so that they may 
know what Christians do believe.- I was 
so glad to have Gerald and Dan and Rose 
hear every word of what Dr. Mann said 
that afternoon, while their hearts were 
so ready to hear.” 

How true those words of hers are, 
as they apply to this World’s Temper- 
ance Sunday, for surely our young peo- 
ple need strong words, plain statements 
of facts, in the hard fight now on against 
alcoholic intemperance! . You and I, 
teacher, may not have any personal battle 
to fight on this subject, but be very cer- 


‘ tain your girls have and will have for 


years to come. Every story they read, 
every joke they hear, every picture they 
see, every conversation they take part 
in, every party they participate in, every 
pleasure trip they plan brings the possi- 
bility, even the probability of having to 
decide where they stand and whether they 
will make known that stand to others 
on the keeping or the breaking of our 
United States law, and the Christian’s 
law, of temperance, and of love for the 
weaker brother. Where do your girls 
stand? Do they buy those magazines 
which feature stories of cocktail parties, 
approved by even judges on the bench 
“because my young daughter gives them 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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and she’s all right’? (Do you know 
what magazines lie about their rooms?) 
Do they laugh with the crowd over boot- 
legger jokes? In how many of the 
movies they go to do they see some “ador- 
able” hero or heroine drinking, as a mat- 
ter of course? How much are they 
obliged to hear of how Mr. So-and-so 
keeps a fine “stock” in his house, and 
how Mrs. So-and-so always has “some” 
to serve at her parties? A young girl 
was recently driving her family car 
through the mountains on a summer trip 
and had to be warned not to halt when 
a man waved her down on certain roads 
because he was almost surely offering 
“moonshine” to passers-by. 


2. The strong weapons for this hard 
battle are given us in Paul’s words to 
his Ephesian Christians who had just 
such hard battles to fight in their day. 
Are you as certain as Paul was that noth- 
ing less than these weapons of true faith 
in Jesus Christ and utter dependence 
upon him will win such battles for your 
girls — this battle against lawlessness and 
strong drink in our day in our own be- 
loved country? Make those weapons real 
to your girls to-day. 


Home Study " 
Read again this week Paul’s law of 
love for the weaker brother, 1 Corinthi- 
ans 9: 19-27 and 10: 23-33. 
Decatur, Ga. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning:. Tower of London. 

Discussion: What lines of attack does 
the Devil follow in these days—on the 
mind to lead judgment astray; on the 
body to destroy with the gratification of 
appetite; on the soul to bring spiritual 
death? Head. in to the only remedy — 
the armor of God and sword of the Spirit. 

Objective: The crown of righteousness 
(a Tim. 477, 8). 


a 











AY, fellows, in all the London Tower 

the most fascinating place to me is 
the Armory, where are displayed the 
fighting togs worn in centuries past by 
men and horses. In those great stone 
rooms with walls twelve feet thick, built 
by William the Conqueror, are ranged in 
imposing array the blue steel armors of 
many a warrior and many a mounted 
knight. They are still kept burnished, 
like their proud wearers were wont to 
keep them, . 

But asidé from history and romance, 
those antiquated’ armors were interesting 
in their design for protection of the vital 
parts of the fighter’s body against the 
deadly thrusts of the enemy —the kind 
of thrusts which enemies dealt in the 
olden days. 

That enemy from whom you and I 
have most to dread, and whom to fight 
you and I must be most carefully equip- 
ped defensively and offensively, does not 
use arrows, spears, swords, bullets, shells, 
torpedoes, or gas bombs. His attacks are 
upon our moral and spiritual natures — 
very insidious and very subtle. They are 
sometimes made by the way of the mind 
and sometimes through the physical pas- 
sions — through friendships, through bus- 
iness, and through. social life. He attacks 
through our pride, our ambitions, our ap- 


| petites, and our weaknesses. His plan is 


to enter and occupy the fortress of the 
heart —our loves, From there he can 
control our impulses and our actions, and 
steer us into the abyss, which is his final 
objective.. For out of the heart are the 
issues of life— and death. o 
Now, fellows, see how the apostle Paul, 
with inspired pen, instructed the Ephesians 
to prepare for battle against their arch 
enemy — who was none less than the 
same old Devil you and I have to fight. 
“Gird your loins with truth,” he said. 
“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse 
his way? by taking heed thereto accord- 
ing to thy word” (Psa. 119:9). Buckle 
on the “breastplate of righteousness” next. 
You want a certain confidetice which. only 
this frontpiece will afford. Says Isaiah, 


“The work of rigfteousness shall be 
peace; and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance forever” (Isa. 
32:17). But remember, fellows, your 
own righteousness is “as filthy rags” (Isa. 
64:6). It would never do for armor in 
this fight. And the real. breastplate is 
described in Romans 10:4: “For Christ 
is... for righteousness to every one that 
believeth.” Any dart of the Devil that 
reaches us through that piece of armor 
must first pierce Christ — and that is im- 
possible. Blessed assurance! Put it on. 

And now the footwork.. You've got to 
have a track shoe that will hold the 
ground when you need to stand and will 
not slip in the forward rushes. Paul 
calls them the preparedness shoes of the 
“gospel of peace.” With the/donning of 
these shoes, fear departs; for peace and 
fear cannot reside together in the’ same 
feet. And these shoes are shapely and 
beautiful, too. Look at Romans 10: 15. 

Next the shield, fellows. It is high and 
broad; yet not impossible to hold in po- 
sition of effective defense against all the 
stinging, fiery darts of numerous foes — 
even while a fellow fights aggressively. 
It is the “shield of faith.’ The Roman 
shield in Paul’s time was large enough 
to cover the entire body. The Devil and 
his emissaries can never touch any part 
of you until they succeed in removing 
your faith. But faith is itself a mover 
(Matt. 17: 20). You want to present your 
faith front to the foe at all times. 

And the helmet; yes, to protect your 
head, your eyes and ears and brain. Sal- 
vation! What! is that a head piece? 
Sure it is. Maybé you thought it should 
be logic, or knowledge — something for 
the brain. No; just “salvation.” That 
means for me that I am saved by the 
atoning blood of Christ, and “I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that hé is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day” (2 
Tim, 1:12). 

And now you are armored, you want 
something to fight with. God knew you 
would need it and has prepared it with 
divine skill—the “sword of the Spirit,” 
which is his Word. If you want to 


know what a blade you hold, look at’ 


Hebrews 4:12. It is invincible. Noth- 
ing can stand before it, when you wield 
it with prayer. The Devil hates so much 
to see you pick up that sword that. he will 
do everything possible to make you dis- 
trust it; but grasp its hilt, fellows, and 
fight with it. And the best and most im- 
portant victory you win will be inside 
yourself. Read 1 Timothy 6: 20. 


Greensporo, N. C. 
w 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Lesson of October 25) 

1. See Numbers 6: 1-21. 

2. The same as the second, through Galatia 
and Phrygia, then he “passed through the 
upper coasts” and came to Efhesus (Acts 
18 : 23; 19:1). 


. 
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3. At Ephesus (Acts 19:10, 22). 


4. Apollos first preached in Ephesus. Paul 
found a dozen of his converts there, when 
he arrived on his second visit. Apollos was 
from Alexandria in Egypt, the great center 
of learning, Jewish as well as Greek. It was 
there that the great Greek translation of the 
Jewish Scriptures—the Septuagint — had 
been made some two. centuries or more 
before this time, in the interpretation of 
which, Apollos was both logical and eloquent. 

5. Paul was first at Corinth, and Apollos 
first at Ephesus, 


6. Their teacher Apollos knew only the 
baptism of John. 


y. The Holy Spirit was not given, when 
men were baptized in John’s baptism but 
came immediately when baptized in Christ’s 
name. 


8 Aquila and Priscilla, whom Paul brought 
over from Corinth with him on his first visit 
to Ephesus, remained there throughout his 
second long stay. Paul lived with them and 
worked with them at their common trade of 
tent-making during his entire time in the 
city. They taught as Paul preached. Tim- 
othy and Erast also worked with Paul in 
Ephesus. 


9. They had had opportunity to learn of 
Paul when he abode with them in Corinth. 

10. Upon his first brief visit (Acts 18 : 18- 
21) on his way from Corinth to Jerusalem, 
Paul preached in the Jewish synagogue, to 
the Jews first, as was his unvarying custom 
in every city where there were Jews to hear. 
During his second and iong stay, he preaclied 
first in the synagogue and then in the school 
of Tyrannus for two complete years. 


11. Paul visited Ephesus twice, as recorded 
in Acts, and the Ephesian ristians one 
more time when they met hintja,. Miletus on 
his last trip to Jerusalem. He says that he 
preached to the Ephesians for the space of 
three years (see Acts 20:31. See Acts 20: 
17-38 for Paul’s own description of his life 
and work in Ephesus). 

12. The strengthening of the disciples (see 
Acts 18 ; 23). 

13. Many were hardened (Acts 19:9), and 
many believed (Act? 19 : 18). 


14. The complaint of the silversmiths (Acts 
19 : 26). ‘ 

1s. Idolatry and covetousness. 
; 16. Luke’s record in Acts makes plain what 
is otherwise well-known in secular history, 
that Ephesus was a most superstitious city, 
much given to the practise of the black arts 
and all sorts of magic and wizardry. Being 
a great seaport it became tinged with such 
views from every land around the Mediter- 
ranean, through the repeated visits of those 
most superstitious of all men, the sailors, 
Hence Paul’s God-given power to perform 
wondrous miracles there, confounding even 
the most skilled magicians of Ephesus. 

17. See Acts 5: 15. 

18. A personal knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, not mere knowledge about him, 

19. The first place. Give first place to God 
and there can be no conflict anywhere else, 


Mr. Trumbull’s book, “What Is sthe 
Gospel?” gives the essentials of salvation 
simply and clearly (The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, 75 cts.). 








Lesson 31. November I. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


Golden Text.—Love worketh no ili to his neighbor : love therefore 
is the fulfilment of the law,—Romans 13: 10 


Love. 1 Corinthians 13 














Lesson Calendar 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 
32. Nov. 8—Prayer, John 15:7; 16 : 24- 
27; 1 John 3: 2%, 22; § : 14, 15 
Golden Text: Ephesians 6: 18 
33. Nov. 15.—Service 
1 Thessalonians 1; Ephesians a: 10 
Golden Text: Galatians 5 : 13 
34. Nov. 22.—Thanksgiving 
Ephesians 5 : 18-21; Philippians 4 : 1-20 
Golden Text: r Thessalonians 5 : 18 
35- Nov. 29.—Judgment of Believers’ 
Works, 1 Corinthians 3: 11-15; 2 Cor- 
inthians 5:10; Revelation 4 
Goldén Text: Romans 14 : 10 
36. Dec. 6.—Judgment of the Nations 
Matthew 25 : 31-46 
Golden Text: Romans -11 : 12 
37- Dec. 13.—Judgment of the Wicked 





Revelation 20: §, 11-15 
Golden Text: Romans 2:5, 6 





How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


ei attributes of God partake of his 
very Being. His holiness, wisdom, 
power, and love are as infinite as him- 
self. The truth that no one hath full 
seen God (John 1:18) applies as ek 
to comprehending his-characier as it does 
to seeing his form. Like all his attrib- 
utes, it is as impossible to measure the 
love of God as it is to measure the Per- 
son of God,. and all true love is from him, 
The Bible alone discloses the true source 
and nature of love. Turning to its pages, 
we discover (1) the direct, and (2) the 


” 
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indirect manifestations of the love of 

God. 

I. THe Direct MANIFESTATIONS OF THE 
Love or Gop . 


While the finite mind can, at best, com- 
prehend but little of the infinite God, it 
can, nevertheless, comprehend to the full 
within the sphere of its own limitations. 
“And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 17: 
3; Eph. 3:19). ti 

Five characteristics of divine love may 
be mentioned: 

1. Its Eternal Duration 


“God is love.” He has not attained to 
love by self-effort or culture, nor does 
he hold love as a detached possession 
which might be abandoned at will. Love 
is a vital part of his Being. It began 
when he began. 
cease, a very essential part of the Per- 


is, to a large degree, because of his love. 
The love of God can know no change. 
To Israel he said, “I have loved thee with 


an everlasting love” (Jer. 31:3); and of | 


Christ it is written, “Having loved his 
own which were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end” (lit., without end; 
John 13:1; 15:9). In God’s love toward 
an individual, thete is neither fluctuation 
nor cessation. 


2. Its Ceaseless Activity 


Though the love of God was once and 
for all manifested in the sacrifice of his 
well beloved Son (Rom. 5:8; 1 John 3: 
16), that which was manifested in a mo- 
ment of time is, nevertheless, the revela- 
tion of the eternal attitude of God toward 
men. Could we have gazed into the heart 
of God before the creation of the mate- 
rial universe, we would have seen every 
provision then made for his Lamb to be 
slain for the sin of »the world (Rev. 
5:6). Could. we now gaze into the 
heart of God we would see the same un- 
diminished compassion for the lost that 
was expressed in the death of his Son. 
The momentary death of Christ was not 
a spasm in the divine affection; it is the 
announcement to a lost world-of the fact 
of God’s unchangeable love. 


3. Its Transparent Purity 


Concerning this aspect of the love of 
God no human words avail. There is 
no selfishness in divine love. God has 
never sought benefits for himself. He 
receives nothing: he bestows everything. 
Peter exhorts believers to love God with 
a pure heart fervently (1 Pet. 1:22); 
but how very few love God for what he 
is in himself apart from all his benefits! 
How different .it is with God’s love! 
Judging by ourselves, we are sure he 
needs our money, our service, or our in- 
fluence. He needs nothing from us; but 
he needs us, and only because his infinite 


‘love cannot be satisfied apart from us. 


The title “Beloved” when addressed to 
believers is most expressive ; for, in their 
relation to God, their highest function 
is to be loved. 

4. Its Limitless Intensity 


The most costly thing in the universe 
was the blood of God’s only Son; yet 
God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son.; The sacrifice of his 
Son for men when they were “sinners” 
and “enemies” seems to reach to the out- 
most bounds of infinity; however, we are 
told of a “much more” love even than 
this. It is God’s love for those who have 
been reconciled and justified through 
Christ’s death (Rom. 5:8-10) —yea, 
nothing “shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Rom. 8:39). 

5. Its Inexhaustible Benevolence 

There is no hope for this world apart 
from the marvelous fact that God loves 
even sinners. But divine love is not pas- 
sive. Moved to an infinite degree by his 
love, God undertook in behalf of those 
whom he otherwise would have had to 
banish from his presence forever. God 
could not ignore the just condemnation 
of the sinner which his own holiness im- 
posed; but he could take upon himself 
the curse which belonged to the sinner 
— “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13) —and this he did 


If his love were to} 
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in order that, without violating his own 
holiness, he might be free to save the 
guilty (Rom. 3:26). Being free through 
the substitutionary death of Christ, God 
knows no limitations and does not cease 
until, to his own satisfaction, he places 
the justly doomed sinner in heaven’s 
highest glory, even conformed to the 
image of Christ. 

Saving grace is more than love; it is 
God’s love set absolutely free and made 
to triumph over his righteous judgments 
against the sinner. “ 
saved through faith” (Eph. 2:8; 2:4; 
Titus 3:4, 5). 

There is also in God a perfect hatred 
for sin which, like a counterpart of his 
love, prompts him to save the sinner 
from his doom. In like manner, this 
same hatred for sin, combined with his 
love, makes of God a Father who chastens 
his child. “As many as I love, I rebuke 
and chasten” (Rev. 3:19), and- “Whom 


Because of his living union with Christ 
(1 Cor. 6:17), the believer is loved of 
the Father even as Christ is loved (John 
17:23), and this infinite love is never de- 
ggg even in the hour of correction or 
trial. 


II. THe Inptrect MANIFESTATION OF 
THE Love or Gop 


There is little reference in the New 
Testament to human love, Its emphasis 
falls rather upon the imparted divine love 


| which is experienced only by the Spirit- 


filled believer. The message of Romans 
5:5 is that the love of God gushes forth 
out from the Spirit which is given unto 
us. Since this divine love is “the fruit 
of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22), he is its 
source. Thus passing through the be- 
liever’s heart the divine love is indirectly 
manifested. The first epistle by John em- 
phasizes the truth that, if born of God, 
we will love as God loves, and 1 Corinth- 
ians, chapter 13, is a description of the 
superhuman character of that love. There 
is no ecstacy in this life comparable to 
that of experiencing the unhindered out- 
flow of the love of God. 

It should be observed that love for 
God is not under consideration; rather 
it is the love which is God’s own. Con- 
cerning this love, certain things should 
be noted: ra 

1. It is experienced in answer to th 
prayer of Christ (John 17: 26). 

2. God loves the lost world (John 3: 
16; Eph. 2:4), and as certainly he ab- 
hors the world-system which is evil (1 
John 2: 15-17). 

3. God loves those whom he has re- 
deemed (Rom. 5:8; Eph. 5:25; 1 John 
4:12; John 13:34, 35; 15: 12-14; 1 John 
3:16). 

4. God loves the nation Israel (Jer. 31: 
3). 
5. God loves those who have wandered 
from him (Luke 15:4, 20). 

6. God’s love is eternal (John 13:1). 

7. God’s love is sacrificial, even giving 
his own Son (1 John 3: 16; 2 Cor. 8:9; 
Eph. 5:2). In the mystery of this im- 

rted divine compassion, the apostle 

aul was willing to be accursed from 
Christ for his brethren —his kinsmen 
after the flesh (Rom. 9: 1-3). 

8. The exercise of divine love is the 
first commandment of Christ under grace 
(John 13:34, 35; 15: 12-14), and should 
be the outstanding characteristic of every 
Christian (Gal. 5:13; Eph. 4:2, 15; 5: 
2; Col. 2:2; 1 Thess. 3:12; 4:9). 

9. The imparted love of God cannot be 
cultivated, nor can it be produced by the 
flesh. It is the normal experience of 
those who, having met the simple condi- 
tions, are filled with the Spirit (Gal. 5: 
22). 

Dattas, TEx. : 

’ Reading Suggestions 
for Next Week’s Lesson 

Effective Praying. By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Meditations on the subject of prevailing 
prayer. $1.25. 

How I Know God Answers Prayer. By 
Rosalind Goforth, Missionary in China since 
1888.- The marvelous story of God’s clear 





y grace are ye, 


i the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Heb. 12: | 
son of God would cease. He is what he} 6) 





life of one of his servants. A positive an- 
swer to the question, “Does God really an- 
swer prayer?” by one who has proved it. 

1.25. 

Praying Hyde. By the Rev. F. A. McGaw. 
Glimpses of the amazing prayer-life of a mig- 
sionary in India whose intercession “changed 
things” for the Sialkot Revival. Heart- 
searching lessons for Christians on the power 
of “real” prayer. 25 cents. 

Adventuring with Sister Abigail. By Grace 
K. Swanger. A series of remarkable answers 
to prayer in the life of a woman of faith. 
Ornamental boards, 60 cents; paper, 25 cents. 


These books may be had from The Sunda 
School Times Company, Philadelphia. . 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


Bye day a little girl, whose brother 
had gone on to Heaven, asked her 
mother this question: “Mother, what lan- 
guage do they speak in Heaven?” The 
zaother answered: “Darling, they speak 
the love language, for God is love.” 

Did you know that the Bible is “God’s 
love letter?” He has written a love 
message to each once of us in his Word. 

If you will read your Bible through 
and count how many times God’s love to 
us 1s mentioned you will count more than 
four hundred times. He had lots to say 
about his love to us and about our love 
to him. 

In our lesson story we are going to 
learn some of the things the apostle Paul 
wrote about love. He wrote this beauti- 
ful letter to his friends at Corinth. Some 
of them were not acting right in -the 
church. They were not showing love for 
Jesus or love for each other. 

In 1 Corinthians 13 Paul told them how 
love would help them in their every day 
lives. We want to memorize this chap- 
ter, and where the word “charity” is used, 
we will use the word “love” for it will 
have the same meaning. 

In the first three verses Paul mentions 
some special gifts and they are good and 
very important, but he said if we have 
these without love our lives are like a 
noisy brass bell with no sweetness. 

Beginning with verse four we hear 
what love will really do. 

“Love suffereth long, and is kind.” 
Some boy or girl may be mean to you, 
but love will make you kind and patient. 


Love will keep us from being envious | 


when others have more money to spend 
and better clothes to wear. 
Love will not let us get proud and 


puffed up so that we want to show our-| 
selves off. Love will teach us unselfish- | 
ness. We will think first of the pleasure | 


of our loved ones and friends. 

Love will keep us from thinking bad 
thoughts and will help us keep our lives 
pure and clean. People can tell whether 
or not we have God’s love in our hearts 
by the way we speak and act. 

God. loves us before we love him. He 
has sent us what love is. Repeat John 
3: 16. ‘ 

He gave his Son as a gift to this sinful 
world and Jesus lived the love life to 
show us how to live. He was kind, ten- 
der, humble; pure-minded, holy and un- 
selfish. Give examples from 2 Corinthi- 
ans 8:9; Luke 22: 63-65; Mark 10: 14- 
16; John 10: 11. 

God proved his great love by giving his 
belov Son (John 15:13). e can 
prove our love by obedience to his com- 
mandments (John 14:15). In 1 John 
3: 23 we have his commandments in one 
short verse. Other things may change 
or pass away but God’s love is everlast- 
ing (Jer. 31:3). : : 

Do you want to live the love life we 


tuave been studying about to-day? If: 


you do, you must have the love of God 
in yeur heart. 
Memory Verse 
1. Corinthians 13: 13. 
Fort WortH, TEx. 
w 


“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories,” 
by Wade C. Smith, will keep the littie 
folks wholesomely occupied on many a 
Sunday afternoon (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 


leading in matters great and snmill in the | delphia, 90 cts., postpaid). 
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Nuggets for Your z 
Temperance Teaching 


| Compiled by Cora Frances Stoddard 


Executive Secretary of the 
Scientific Temperance Federation 




















whisky drinkers are said (United News 
Staff correspondent, March 9, 1925) to 
be resorting to a cheap and “markedly 
harmful” alcohol concoction called 
“methylated spirits,” because the high tax 
placed on whisky by the government has 
made it too expensive for poor persons, 
With plenty of beer there is no reason 
why they should not use it instead of 


their increasing craving. Evidently we 
should not prevent the use of “bad” 
liquor if, as some have advised, we should 
try to check intemperance by high taxes. 

Ford Prohibition Set Up in Aus- 
tralia.—The Henry Ford Australian or- 
ganization has lost no time in getting 
things under way, says the Melbourne 
Clarion Call. Thé office staff is ex- 

ted to be installed at Geelong almost 
immediately, and plans are now being 
prepared for the factory buildings. In 
addition to the one hundred acres of 
ground purchased by the Ford Motors 
Manufacturing Company from the Gee- 
long Harbour Trust, the company has 
also purchased the “Corio Shire Hotel” 
on the Geelong-Melbourne road, almost 
opposite the site of the new works. It is 
understood that in due course the liquor 
license will be surrendered, as it is the 
Australian policy of the founder of 
Ford’s not to have a liquor bar or licensed 


company. 

Contrasts Between Present and Pre- 
Prohibition Conditions.—Among the 
items of evidence on the working of the 
prohibition law contributed to the Ad- 
venture magazine (December; 1924) by 
a man whom the Methodist Clip Sheet 
calls “an expert observer who has just 
completed a twenty months’ survey of 
the United States,” are the following:. 

In whole industries where liquor once 
held almost 100 percent sway, it now has 
a in hold on its workers. 

he price of real estate- throughout 
the cities, and the communities of the 
country has gone up fifty to one hundred 
percent, because homes are being bought 
instead of liquor. 
| No large percentage of people want 
liquor to come back. : 

I ‘have seen countless threshing ma- 
chine crews in the great wheat belt, Min- 
| nesota westward into the Dakotas, rang- 
ing from saloon to salodn while the 
wheatfields called them to work. Half 
of their labor hours were spent on drunks. 
The same ratio prevailed in some of our 
: booze-town industries— whole depart- 





i 


ments with from three to six days “off” ” 
I am stating facts as they 


for liquor. 

were before prohibition. 

Drink History Reviewed by Lady 

Horsley.—The wife of Sir Victor Hors- 
ley, the noted English brain specialist 
who died in service in Mesopotamia dur- 
ing the Great War, gave an address_ re- 
cently at an annual meeting of the Brit- 
ish Band of Hope Union in which she 
reviewed some of the lessons of the past 
on the subject of drink. : 
| The question of drink, she said, had 
' occupied governments for centuries, ever 
' since the days of Edward VI. In all these 
centuries men had put on record a series 
| of notes on the harm caused by drink. 
Its results were seen to be always of the 
same character. Odious crimes became 
common wherever drink was widely used. 
On the subject of throwing open distill- 
ing. in 1639 and the consequent passion 
for drink appearing in 1724, she quoted 
the historian Lecky: 

“Small as is the place which this fact 
occupies in English history, it was prob- 
ably, if we consider all the consequences 
that have flowed from it, the most mo- 
mentous in that of the eighteenth century 
—incomparably more so than any event 
in the purely political or military annals 
of the country.” 

Yet this was the century that saw the 
loss of America, and Lady Horsley sug- 





Whisky.” — British ~ 


whisky, except that it fails to satisfy ~ 


house within a mile of the works of the - 
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Lesson for November 1 
Ephesians 6 : 1-20 


gested that we should never. know how 
far that loss might have been due to the 
unbalanced judgments of men _ whose 
brains were saturated with drink. Her 
ladyship showed the folly of taking a 


narcotic drug, which lessens the acute-| 


ness of the mind and slackens self-con- 
trol and judgment. It was like sending 
aman to run a race with shackled feet, 
or plugging a listener’s ears with cotton 
wool. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





October 25. 


Our New. Americans: How They 
Help Us 


and How oes Help ' Them. 
Deut. 10 : 12-22; Lefke 7: 

November 1. Can We vive “hey the we 
Rule? Matt. 7:12; Lev. 19: 18; Gal. 
(Consecration meeting.) 

November 8. What Can Young People Do 
for International Friendship? Matt. 28: 
‘I9, 20; Acts 17 : 22-31; Gal. 3 : 26-29. 

November 15. How Can We Overcome the 
Spirit of Lawlessness? Rom. 13: 1-8. 


Sunday, November 1 ; 
Can We Live by the Golden Rule? 





my mother meant when, as I was leaving 
for college, she said to me, ‘Let your 
motto ever be, “I’m third,” first, God; 
second, others; third, yourself,’ ” 
Wrapped up in that simple motto, “I’m 
third,” is the secret of the Golden Rule. 
The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, This is the first and great command- 
ment. And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self” (Matt. 22: 37-39). 

It is only as God has first place in 
every detail of a life that that life can 
truly be lived for others. So often men 
think it is enough to try to live the 
Golden Rule and that if they do this it 
is all that God’ or men will require of 
them. They do not realize that in order 
to live the Golden Rule they must first 
love God and that it is only by his en- 
abling: that they can in any measure ap- 
proach the perfect ideal embodied in the 
Golden Rule. 

we 


Every one -who has -tried to live the 
Golden Rule realizes. that the great ob- 
stacle in the way is self. God has pro- 
vided only one way to get rid of self, and 
that is the way of the cross, the way of 
eae and by the implanting of a new 
ife, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





With the New Books 








Broken Lives; By Victoria Booth-Clib- 
born Demarest. (Demarest Book Con- 
cern, 5025 Midway Park, Chicago, 50 
cents.) A) beautiful message bringing 
out the spiritual lessons to be learned 
from that precious and familiar incident 
.of the loaves and fishes, —he took, he 
blessed, he brake, he gave. In some strik- 
ing analogies the truth is shown that the 
life of the Christian who would be much 
used of the Lord must first be given into 
the Master’s hand. He will then bless, 
and if ever that life is to be given as 
bread to the hungry, it must first be 
broken. 


The New Cambridge Sapphire Type, 
16mo., Reference Bible. (James Pott 
and Co., New York, $4 to $9.35.) From 
the Cambridge University ress one has 
learned to expect excellence of workman- 
ship and beauty of typography, and this 
New Cambridge Sapphire Type Refer- 
ence Bible is most satisfying in these re- 
spects. It is unique in that, for the first 
time in a pocket-size, reference Bible, 
such large and clear type has been used. 
With pages 634 inches by 4% inches, this 





$659 
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1926 Calendars Now Ready— 


zou can make from © $500 this season sell- 
these beautiful aenters and Sacred W: 
Bhicoe Over ,000 sold last year. Don’tdelay 
but get prices and ‘selling plans now —~| order 
all you will need for Py communi . We 
have added an —" pew line of ae some 
Art Velvet paottos, which 
sell in virtually aie Chretien Hi ome. 
Plans Efi sed By Ministers 


Ministers, Bed | societies and classes every- 

where endorse and a eee our successful plans 
as dignified methods ee ~tgeogy 

r own Sbiahine: ouse ay_for 

RR ys 1926 Scripture Text 

and Sacred Wall 
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5932-44 Wentworth Ave. 
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The Psalmist realized this when he 
cried out, “Create in me a clean heart, 
Oo God; and renew a right spirit within 
me” (Psa. 51:10), Paul realized the 
need of getting rid of the old self that 
did the things that he would not and 
would not do the things that he wished 
to do, when he cried, “Who shall de- 
liver me from the body of this death?” 


new masterpiece of Bible makers’ art af- 
fords a book that can be easily slipped 
into the pocket, and yet which contains 
many of the helps so much desired by 
Christian workers and Bible students. 
Verse cross references are used through- 
out, and the pronunciation of the more 
difficult words and proper nouns is indi- 
cated. In addition, a comprehensive con- 










































(Matt. 7 : 12; Lev. 19: 18; Gal. 6: 1) 
(Consecration meeting) 


No Better Book for the Times 
The Bible Under Trial 


By JAMES ORR, D.D. 





Mon,—A rule of kindness (Eph. 4: 32). 
Tues.—A rule of service (John 13 : 14-16). 
Wed.—A rule of unselfishness (Phil. 2: 


3-5). 
Thurs.—A rule of honesty (1 Thess. 4: 














A staunch and scholarly defender of eeicét 

11, 12). (Rom. 7:24), and then, after he had| cordance is included, and a series of pena a gy Answers the critics Bible 

Fri—A rule of peace (Rom. 14 : 19). found ue great secret, “T live; yet not I,| twelve excellent Bible maps. A variety poe cage nodent Be Pig yh Ev trou 

Sat.—A rule of prosperity (Deut. 30 : 16). but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20).| of papers and excellent bindings are of- || the so-called Bible ‘ PUL? BUY 

Only as the Christian realizes that his| fered by the American Agents, at prices AND READ THis GREAT BOOK AT ONC INCE. 
What hinders us from applying the Golden | S¢lf life has been crucified with Christ suitable to any purse, and all the bindings | | EacRSs"hor oleased. at ee SO. a 


(Rom. 6:6), and reckons on it (Rom. 


include the special- feature of the “Tube- ’ 
6:11), and opens his heart to the infill- 


“unbreakable — back. 


Rule to ourselves? e 


In what ways may we live by the Golden back” or Alto- W. P. BLESSING COMPANY 








Rule? ing of the life that is Christ can he ever | gether one could not ask for a pocket-size / 
What does the Golden Rule mean in busi- | live the Golden Rule. Authorized Version more compact orf SERS. Wehads Aive,, Rigs 85 1.: Chisago, 
ness? Only one man ever really lived the| complete, and it is well-nigh ideal for 








Golden Rule, and that was the Lord Jesus 
Christ himself. Only one man can ever 
live the Golden Rule to-day, that is still 
he went to college, hung on the wall of| the Lord Jesus Christ, but the glorious 
his room a card with the words “I’m| fact is that he is willing and ready to live : 


act It core Swerve Soeur _— it again im the heart and life of every . 

e. 
me mal he had been in college about two oe. ae wae Taoe Sees tis Coey, ane Does that ; 
New Teacher Take 
The Sunday School Times? 


ive him full control. 
months. Then he said to his chum, “I Gre: em Sell outro 
have the courage now to tell you what we 

-—that teacher who has just taken a class in your 
Sunday-school? 


those who need a handy size Bible that 


CERTAIN young man, who had will stand constant and hard use. 


been reared by godly parents, when 


When’ answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





























God we see when we look upon the greed, 
and selfishness, and covetousness in the 
world all about us. Covetousness, we 
are told, is idolatry (Col. 3:5), and idol- 
atry is "the putting of something before 
God, regardless of how good or how evil 
that something may be. 

What would it mean in the business 
world to-day if every one practised the 
Golden Rule? There would be no “scan- 
dals” of misappropriation of funds. | | 


How closely the living of the Golden 
Ghe Sanday School Gimes 


Rule is linked up to our relationship with 
Philadelphia, October 17, 1925 





Subscription Rates 
\ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the —s rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 
$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 
$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 
TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 
-The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 


It is an important and gracious part of your 
welcome to the new member of the teaching staff 
to introduce yourself to the newcomer — and to in- . 
troduce also a partner of yours.in the work,—The 
Sunday School Times. 


i » 


Will you do both? 


And when introducing yourself, just tell about 
the club of Times subscribers in the school, intro- 
duce the new teacher to the club organizer (or shall 
we call him—or her—the club secretary ?), and thus 
add one more to the num- 
ber of those who have the 
help that the Times is giv- 
ing everyweek. The club 





There would be no bitter and costly | 
struggles between cdpital and_ labor. 
There would be no profiteering and no) 
panics. Men like to think that it is well | 
enough to live the Golden Rule in their 
social rélationships and in their church 
relationships,. but that one must not be | 
foolish enough to think that it can be ap- | 
plied to the business world. Yet it is a/ 
fact that it has been applied, and strange | | 
as it may seem to unregenerate man, the 
Golden Rule has been proven by some 
Christian business men to be, not only a 
workable principle, but a very profitable 
one. 
ve 





Every club organizer is author- 
ized to present, with our com- 





States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 
Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 





The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Do not the conditions in every walk of 
life to-day challenge Christian. men and 
women everywhere to prove to the world 
that the Golden Rule is not only a good 
business principle but the best business 
principle, and that the one who gave to 
man the ideal of the Golden Rule is able 
to work it out in man’s heart if he wil! 
only let him? ws 


Do I live the Golden Rule? 


To whom am I looking for strength to live 
it? 


What is hindering its perfect working in 
my life? 


organizer will be glad to 
have you do this. 


Take a look around! 
Any newworkers in sight? 
Make them at home in 
The Sunday School Times 
family as soon.as you 
can ! 











PHILADELPHIA. 





pliments, a beautiful calendar for 
1926, to each member of the 
club who brings a. new sub- 
scriber into the club. The cal- 
endar is illustrated in colors. 
It is called The Scripture Text 
Calendar, and contains Title, 
Golden Text, and Daily Home 
Readings for each lesson in the 
International Improved U ni - 
form Series. _ 
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ATTENTION 
CHRISTIAN 
INVESTORS 


The Moody Bible Institute of 
Chicago, offers you an. oppor- 
tunity to invest your funds at 
the rate of from 4 to 11% in 
its Life Annuity Contracts, 





Such an investment not only 
gives you perfect ‘security and 
a liberal return on your 
money, but also enables you 
to have a part in carrying on 
the Lord’s work. 


Write for our free annuity 
circular giving complete infor- 
mation. State your birthdate. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Box S 103 153 Institute Place 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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SELF -PRONOUNCING 
srgermmai ars 
eo '° Bindings ace 
Send for Illustrated Catalog 
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MODERN SECRET SOCIETIES 


By Cuarces A. Brancnarp, D.D., President 
Wheaton College. A brief treatise for busy peo- 
ple and es; ally intended for mini an 
teachers. Part 1 answers objections and clears 
away the obstacles to d consideration of 
the fund | questi involved. Part II 
treats of Freemasonry as the key to the whole 
subject. Part III relates to subsidiary organiza- 
tions—industrial, insurance, temperance and 
other lodges. Part IV considers important ques- 
tions growing out of this discussion. 320 pages; 
paper, 75c; cloth, $1.25. 


NATIONAL CHRISTIAN ASSN., 850 W. Madison St., Chicago, I. 
The New National Bible Institute Headquarters 
es Guest Accommodations 


Pastors, Missionaries, Evangelists and other Christian 
workers, together with members of their families, can 
secure most desirable accommodations when visiting 
New York in the new fire-proof building of the Na- 
tional Bible Institute erected at the heart of the City. 
Every room is an outside room, newly furnished, with 
hot and cold running water. tes exceptionally low. 
For detailed information or reservations address 


Guest Secretary C., 340 West 5Sth Street, New York City. 
MAKE BIC MONEY 


Selling Christmas Greeting Cards. 
Men and women agents easily make $10 to ~ a day. 
We have a magnificent box assortment of 2t Hand 
Coloredand Engraved cards with envelopes that 
sells for $r.00. Costs you 50 cents. Every home buys. 

samples free. xclusive territory. 


WALTHAM ART PUBLISHERS, Dept. 127, Waltham, Mass. 
BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME (oR. 9o" 


lic Speaking, Exegesis, Sermon Building, etc., leadin 
- fs Prof? C. * 






































to graduation. Announcements. Write 
Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 


CHRISTMAS 
*MUSIC - 


pages in all, Free to any 
Pastor, Supt., or Committee. Only these are free of 
charge. A Pageant Service and a Tabieaux Service 
are included. nd postal. 














6 complete services, 


Our New Catalogue describing Helpers, 
Cc a 
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HALL-MACK CO. ' noes faghie-. 
a., Pa. 


ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Foliowing the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
oo! Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo! Lesson Committee. 


“Crusade Sunday’’? 


HOULD not the “World’s Temper- 

ance Sunday” be a “Crusade Sunday” 
against every form of immoderation? 
America has outkawed the liquor traffic, 
but the illicit business, although ‘greatly 
reduced, goes on. And other outlawed 
evils go on.~ Sin goes on, and crime in- 
creases, and death and hell enlarge their 
borders. Lord’s Day desecration was 
never more prevalent, gambling and so- 
cial immorality never more common, the 
proportion of divorces to marriages never 
greater, the dance of death never more 
deadly, crime of every kind never more 
rife. Two children in every three ix 
America are growing up without any re- | 
ligious instruction whatsoever! One 
person in every six is socially diseased! One | 
man in every thousand is an unpunished 
murderer, roaming at large! 

Where is the Whitefield, the Finney, 
the Moody, the Chapman, the Torrey 
who is able to make his voice heard loud | 
enough above the din of worldly sin and ; 
pleasure to call the church back to Christ 
and the nations back to-God! Doctrine | 
is good, prophetic truth is good, Bible 
courses are good, but Oh, for a Gospel- 
preaching Church! The Devil knows that 
the Gospel is the “power of God unto 
salvation” — has he got the people of God 
side-tracked ? 


October 26 to November 1 

Mon.—Ephesians 6:1-9. Obedience to Law. 

Some one has said that “obedience to 
law is liberty.” The real bondmen are 
the disobedient. Four classes are men- 
tioned in to-day’s reading: children, par- 
ents, servants, and masters. Do not these 
include almost everybody? And in every 
case (notice this), the appeal is to a spir- 
itual motive. “For this is right” (v. 1) 3 
pick out the other spiritual motives. 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
Christian Conscience Crusade, the Na- 
tional Crime Commission, the Anti-Sa- 
loon League, the Citizens’ Committee of 
One Thousand for Law Enforcement, the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union. 
Pray for all these, and for every local 
and state and national reform agency; but 
above all pray For THE CHURCH! 
Tues.—Ephesians 6 : 10-20. 
; / Armed for the Evil Day. 
. The believer’s real enemy is not “flesh 
and blood,” though he. often seems to 
think so; the real enemy is the hidden foe 
that uses flesh and blood, uses perhaps 
some dear friend, or even some loved one 
in our home, to war‘against us. There- 
fore the’ real battle, Paul says, is not 
against supposed human friends or sup- 
posed human enemies, but against the in- 
visible powers of darkness that use hu- 
man instrumentalities. 


PRAYER SvuGcEstTions: Pray against 
“principalities,” against “powers,” against 
“the rulers of the darkness of this world,” 
against “spiritual wickedness in high 
places’; against various errors in the 
ranks of believers, and divers apostasies 
in the professing church. 

Wed.—1 Kings 29 : 13-21. 
An Army Lost through Drunkenness. 

It is calculated that the sum-total of 
all the lives during human history sacri- 
ficed through excess habits would far ex- 
ceed the world’s present population! 
Armies have perished, strong men have 
been brought low, and whole nations have 
been destroyed through unrestrained evil 
passions ahd appetites. Sin is no re- 
specter of persons. Satan is more than 
a match for the strongest human will. 

Prayer SvuGcESTIONS: Pray against 
Sovictism, which, as Dr. A. C. Gaebelein 
has ably pointed out (June “Our Hope”), 
is “the offspring of Nthilism,? whose 
founder, Michael Bahunim, declared: 








“The first lie is ‘God. The second lie és 





‘Right’” The seeds of Sovietism are 

being sown in America— WHILE MEN 

SLEEP, Pray! 

Thurs.—Daniel 5:1-9, 31. : / 
A Kingdom Lost through Drunkenness. 


Over against a thousand of Babylon’s 
“lords” (leading citizens?) _ fostering 
drunkenness in Belshazzar’s day are a 
thousand of America’s leading citizens 
(“lords”?) restraining drunkenness in 
our day. (See -Introduction.) The 
Babylonian drunkards were idolaters (v. 
4); and so are all drunkards, carnality 
lovers, “wherein is excess” (Eph. 5: 18). 
. Prayer Succestions: “Nearly 135,000 
murderers are said to be roaming Amer- 
ica UNPUNISHED — more murderers than 
Protestant ministers of the Gospel,” de- 
clared the Rev, Thomas M. Chalmers of 
New York City a few months ago. “And 
the Church of Christ by her teachings is 
responsible for this thing.” PRAY! 
Fri.—Amos 6 : 1-8. 

Israel Destroyed by Drunkenness. 

An army (Wednesday), a kingdom 
(Thursday), and to-day a nation, and 
God’s own chosen nation at that, “de- 
stroyed by drunkenness” and its concom- 
itant evils; for drunkenness is never 
found alone. Note the long catalogue 
of accompanying sins named in these 
verses. What sins usually go with drunk- 
enness in our day? 

PraYER SuGGEsTIoNS: One of the evils 
increasing despite the decrease of drunk- 
enness is cigarette “smoking. And, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Ruth J, Maurer, presi- 
dent of the American Cosmetician’s So- 
ciety, “cigarette smoking turns the teeth 
and whites of the eyes yellow, makes 
décp lines, and kills beauty.” And worse 
still, it deadens the finer sensibilities! 
Pray! : 





(Lesson for Nov. 1) OCTOBER 17, 1925 


Sat.—1 Thessalonians § ;: 1-11. 


Watchfulness and Sobriety. - 


. Has any divinely sanctioned note of 
compromise with moral evil of any kind 
been detected in this week’s readings thus 
far? Not one! God gives no quarter to 


the world, the flesh, or the Devil, and we * ~ 


are to give none. Any license of _immor- 
ality of any kind is sin, sin of the mosf 
heinous character. God's children are 
“children of light.” 

Prayer Succestions: All that Herrin, 
Ill., had six months ago in the way of 
lawlessness, America has to-day on a pro- 
portionately larger scale. And strong as 
was the strong arm of the law, it was 
not strong enough to save Herrin from 
tts own sins. But a mighty revival did it. « 
Pray for America. 

Sun.—Psalm 94; 1-8, 

The God of the Widow and the Fatherless. 


_The evolutionary doetrine of “the sur- 
vival of the fittest,” that is, of the strong 
and self-sufficient, has in its usual inter- 
pretation nothing in common with the 
spirit of Christianity. It is noteworthy 
that notwithstanding Christianity’s pro- 
tection of its, widows and orphans and 
other weakest members of society, its 
average of human life is twice that of 
Paganism where the “survival” doctrine: 
is in. “full force.” 


A Note or EncouraGement: Jn IIl- 
inois alone, despite poorly enforced pro- 
hibition, “the infant death rate has drop- 
ped from. r10 out of every 1,000 born to 
71 since the Volstead law went into ef- 
fect. IN OTHER WORDS 5,000 FEWER BABIES 
DIE EACH YEAR!” If even half this ratio 
is maintained throughout America, think 
of the infant lives saved! Pray for the 
full and righteous enforcement of the law 
EVERY W HERE, 














of things. 
folder and rates on request. 








ATLANTIC CITY 


will make your holidays happy days—winter or summer, spring ee 
or fall. On the Beach and the Boardwalk. In the very center ~ 
American Plan only; always open. Illustrated 


LEEDS and LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 











BALOPTICONS 


are usedia thousands ofschools, 
churches and hbspitals. This line 
of lanterns, for slides andopaque 
objects—for projection in day- 
light as wellas in the dark —ia 









CHRISTIAN 
5000 Workers WANTED 
to sell Sitios, Tochamentn, wood books and 
commission. Send for free catalog & price-lists. 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 

















PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Par* Fence’ 














Individual Cups 








Evecy church should use. Clean and sanitary. Trial free. 
Thomas Communion Service Co. Bex S$ Lima, Obie 








auch Loeb Oval Ca, 705: Poa, Seder [| DS SMe Mewes Bide. Chonew Bt 
BRONZE TABLEIs| ANNUITY BONDS 
Designs and Estimates Free Full information willl be forwarded with- ~ 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 
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